
  

 

PURPOSE OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH CLASS 

The Foundations class is in place to further your growth in 

the Lord, as apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Colos-

sians, ò...And now just as you trusted Christ to save you, 

trust Him, too, for each dayõs problems; live in vital union 

with Him. Let your roots grow down into Him and draw up 

nourishment from Him. See that you go on growing in the 

Lord, and become strong, and vigorous in the truth you 

were taught. Let your lives overflow with joy and thanksgiv-

ing for all He has done.ó (Col. 2:6-7) 

 

The Foundations class is not only for new believers, but 

also for those who are interested in better understanding 

the basic fundamentals of the Scriptures such as the nature 

of God, effective prayer, spiritual life, renewal of mind, 

fellowship, being a witness, etc.  

 

Basis for the Study  

1. To establish young Christians in the foundational truths 

and principles of the Christian faith.  

 I Peter 2:1-5 

 Colossians 2:6-7 

2. To rebuild or restore the spiritual foundations of an   

existing believer.  

 Revelation 2:1-5 

3. To prepare to share the foundational truths with those 

who donõt yet know the Lord. 

 I Timothy 3:15  

 I Peter 3:15 

 

Notes : 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

If you have friends, who you 

have witnessed to, and who 

seem to be in the middle of 

making a decision, but are 

afraid to come to church, a 

good place to start would be 

the Foundations class.  The 

open format allows everyone 

to be comfortable no matter 

where they are in their walk 

with Jesus.   

Each session is conducted in 

an open format, with plenty 

of room for discussion per-

taining to the topic being 

studied. We seek the Lord, 

and look to the Bible for an-

swers for day -to-day issues. 

Interaction with each other 

helps us grow, and also en-

courages and exhorts those 

who feel they are alone as 

they take steps of faith with 

the Lord.  

Open and interactive 
study of the Bible,  

focused on the  
fundamentals of 

Christian doctrine, 
discipline, and living.  
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Study Topics  
 

The study topics fall into three main categories.  

1. Spiritual Discipline  

2. Doctrine  

3. The Christian Walk  
 

The desire is for anyone interested to be present for all or as many classes as possible.  

The study is 12 weeks long, and will cover the following topics:  
 

1. Studying the Bible      7.  Assurance of Salvation 

2. The Trinity       8.  How to Know Godõs Will 

3. Prayer        9.  Characteristics of a Christian  

4. Water Baptism     10.  How to be a Disciple  

5. Trials and Temptations    11. Witnessing  

6. Fighting and Winning    12.  The Rapture 

      the Spiritual Battle  
 

The Goal  
 

For everyone involved to be built up in the faith, and more firmly established in  

our relationships with each other, and with our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Contact Information  
 

Koinonia Fellowship  

500 Main Street 

East Rochester, NY 14445 

Phone: (585) 385-0450 

Fax: (585) 385-0453 

info@koinoniafellowship.com  

Christian Websites  
 

Koinonia Fellowship

 www.koinoniafellowship.com  
 

Blue Letter Bible  

 www.blueletterbible.org  
 

Christian Apologetics  

         www.answersingenesis.org  
 

Christian Resources  

 www.heartlight.org  
 
 

Chuck Misslerõs Website 

 www.khouse.org  
 

Institute for Creation Research  

 www.icr.org  
 

Radio Bible Class Ministries  
(publisher of òOur Daily Breadó) 

 www.rbc.org  

Christian Radio Stations  
 

 WCIY  (Family Life Network)     

 Canandaigua    88.9 FM  

 Rochester          94.7 FM 

              Greece               91.9 FM 

             Webster             92.9 FM 

 Fairport           104.5 FM 
 

           WZXV  99.7 FM 
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òThy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.ó (Psalm 119:105) 
 

òThy Word is Truthó (John 17:17) 

Throughout the Scriptures we are encouraged to read and to study the Bible.  

We are sure to find insight, instruction, wisdom, and hope in our times of need.  

òFaith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Godó (Romans 10:17) 

òIt is not how you mark your Bible that counts, but rather how your Bible marks you.ó 

 

I.  The Bible is the very Word of God  

1. II Timothy 3:16   All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.  

2. II Peter 1:20-21  Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 

    Ghost. 

3. I John 5:10-13  Written that we may know.  

4. John 5:39-40   Itõs all about Jesus. 

  

II.  Begin with Prayer  

1. John 14:26   God will teach us all things  

2. John 16:12-15   The Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth,  

     and tells us of things to come.  

3. I Corinthians 2:6 -14  As Christians, we can now understand  spiritual things.  

4. James 1:5   If you lack wisdom, ask God believing,  

     and He will give liberally and without reproach.  

5. I John 2:27   Abide in Christ, and the Sprit will teach truth.  

6. Romans 14:17    The kingdom of God is righteousness,   

     peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  

 

III. Reading Your Bible  

1. Acts 17:10-11   The Bereans searched the scriptures to see if what they 

     had been taught was true.  Godõs word is infallible in    

     issues of faith.  Godõs word is the last word. 

2. Nehemiah 8:1-3  The Law opened, and read to all.  

3. II Timothy 3:16 -17   

a. DOCTRINE:  What is right.  

b.  REPROOF:  What is not right.  

c. CORRECTION:  How to get right.  

d. INSTRUCTION IN                                                            

RIGHTEOUSNESS: How to stay right.                        

4. Job 23:12   Job hungered for Godõs wisdom  more than bread.  

5. Psalm 1:1-3   Godõs Word gives us life, and sustains us. 
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Notes: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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IV.  Studying Your Bible  

1. Joshua 1:1-9   Knowing and obeying Godõs Word leads to our success 

2. Joshua 1:7-8   Meditate on the Word.  

     (ponder, contemplate, think seriously)  

3. Psalm 119:97-112  òOh how I love Your Law; it is my  meditation all day.ó 

4. Psalm 1:1-6   òAs we walk in His ways, then we  are blessed.ó 

 

 

HOW TO DO AN IN -DEPTH STUDY  

 

II Timothy 2:15  Study to show thy self approved 

 

 

I.  Pick a book or chapter of the Bible.  

II.  Pray, read it through in one sitting if possible .   

GET A GOOD OVERVIEW 

III. In each chapter find:  

1. Title (be creative, something you will easily remember)   

2. Theme                  

3. Most important verse to you.  

4. Write down promises to you.   

5. Teaching about God and Jesus.  

6. Commands to Obey.  

7. Newly discovered truths, or new found wisdom, 

fresh reminders.  

8. Ways you can put into practice what you have 

just read.  

 

IV.  After outlining each chapter:  

1. Give Title/Theme to entire.  

2. Write out main promises to you.  

3. Write out favorite verse (memorize it!).  

4. Write out main truths and enlightenments.  

V. Use Study Helps  

Concordance, Bible Dictionary, Commentary, Topical Bible,  

Study Bible, Word Studies, Atlas, Devotional.  

To be a healthy Christian, you should be going through your Bibles in two ways. We need 

to be reading in a steady òthrough the Bibleó pace, where you get a good overview of the 

whole Bible (if you read 3 1/2 chapters a day, you can read the entire Bible in a year).  

Additionally, we should be òStudyingó our Bibles in an in-depth way. In this next section, 

we are going to see how to do an in -depth study.  

Studying the Bible  
in these ways assures 
you of a good steady  
diet of spiritual food.        
You will get a good  
overall feel for the  

Bible, in addition to 
spending time òdigging 
inó to specific topics, 
people, or doctrines.  
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Notes: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Example of an In -Depth Study   I John 1  

 

Title:  

Jesus Christ; The Light of Life 

 

Theme:  

The Apostle John is declaring who Jesus is, and how we need to walk as his followers.  

 

Most Important Verse:  

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. I John 1:9 

This verse declares Godõs love, His mercy, His forgiveness, His faithfulness, and that He is 

Just. It also tells how we can be forgiven, and how we get cleansed and changed.  

 

Write Down Promises to You:  

1. My joy can be made full by receiving what was written.  

2. If I walk in the light with God, I will be in fellowship with the saints.  

3. If I walk in the light with God, the blood of Jesus cleanses me from sin.  

4. If I confess my sin, God will forgive my sin and cleanse me from all unrighteousness.  

 

Teachings About Jesus:  

1. Jesus is the Word of Life. 

2. He has been from the beginning.  

3. He became flesh.  

4. John witnessed His human form.  

5. Jesus is eternal life.  

6. Fellowship is in Jesus. 

7. The knowledge of the nature of Jesus leads to fullness of joy.  

8. Jesus declared that God is light.  

9. There is no darkness at all in God.  

10. If you walk in the light, the blood of Jesus cleanses you from sin.  

11. God fulfills His promises.  

 

Commands to Obey:  

 

Newly Discovered Truths, or New Found Wisdom, Fresh Reminders:  

1. v1 is very similar to John 1:1.  

2. v2 is very similar to John 1:14.  

3. v2 Jesus is eternal life. He has always existed with the Father. When He came to Earth 

He was eternal life incarnate.  

4. The purpose of the epistle was to bring fullness of joy.  

5. vs5-10 are very similar to John 3:19 -21. 

6. You can be self deceived by believing you have no sin.  

 

Ways You Can Put Into Practice What You Have Just Read:  

Be quick to confess my sin so that I donõt forget, and end up being self deceived thinking I 

donõt have any sin. 
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If you are not getting much from daily reading, cross examine yourself.  

Read the Scriptures for the satisfaction of your own need.  

 

S - is there any Sin to forsake?  

P - is there any Promise for me to claim?  

E - is there any Example to follow?  

E - is there any Error to avoid?  

C - is there any Command to obey?  

H - is there any new thought about God - Himself? 

 

Notes: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Famous Quote Concerning the Bible  

 

The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, 

and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are 

true, and its decisions are immutable.  

 

Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be whole. It contains light to direct you, 

food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the travelerõs map, the pilgrimõs staff, the pi-

lotõs compass, the soldierõs sword, and the Christianõs character. 

 

Here, Paradise is restored, Heaven opened, and the gates of Hell disclosed. Christ is its grand 

subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, 

and guide the feet.  

 

Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of 

pleasure. It is given to you in life, will be opened at the judgment, and be remembered forever. It 

involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor, and condemns all who trifle with 

its holy contents.  

 

Author Unknown 
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 **********************  

THE WEEKLY WALK 

by James MacDonald 

**********************  

_______________________________________ 

A Supernatural Book  

_______________________________________ 
 
The Bible is a supernatural book. People who have never read it think that it is old and 
outdated and irrelevant, like a car repair manual from the 1920's. But the only people who 
think that are those who have never read the Bible with an open heart. Those who do find 
at least three things:  
 
The Bible is gripping. Hebrews 4:12 says "the word of God is living and active and 
sharper than any two -edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit . . 
. to judge the thoughts and intents of the heart." It has a way of grabbing your attention.  
 
John MacArthur tells the story of an abortionist who came to see him. The man said, "I kill 
babies for a living. I am so filled with guilt, and won't go away." MacArthur gave him a Bi-
ble and said, "Here, read this. Why don't you start with the Gospel of John and ask yourself 
as you read, 'Who is Jesus Christ?'" When the man left, some of those standing by won-
dered if their pastor had done the right thing. Given the man's background, wouldn't the 
Bible just confuse him? A week later the man returned, saying, "I know who Jesus is! He is 
the Son of God! He died for our sins and rose again. And if we repent of our sins and be-
lieve in Him, we can be forgiven!" MacArthur said, "That's not the Gospel of John." The 
man replied, "I know. I was so excited I read the Book of Romans, too!"  
 
Have you been gripped like that? Have you opened your heart and allowed the truths of 
God's Word to penetrate your life and change you? Once you get a hold of the Bible, it 
gets a hold of you.  
 
The Bible is comforting. When you are hurting, when you are discouraged, you can turn to 
the Bible to find the comfort you need. As a pastor, I have prayed with many people who 
were going through some hard times. Despite the fact they faced an uncertain future, 
reading the Bible brought them such comfort. Do you know what I am talking about? 
When you're down or discouraged and you pick up God's Word, it comforts and strength-
ens you. It is able to do that because it wasn't just written by men; God wrote it.  
 
The Bible is convicting. Even when someone who is not especially smart (like me) opens 
the Bible and begins to tell the things that are in it, it penetrates deep within. Sometimes 
when I preach, I see people under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. With tears 
streaming down their cheeks, they can hardly even look up because God has taken His 
Word and convicted their hearts. The Bible is convicting because it is God's book. He uses 
the message in it to get into people's hearts.  
 
If you have your Bible, pick it up and ponder this: God wrote the book you are holding in 
your hand. You had better be thinking of what it says. You had better be studying it. I chal-
lenge you to read through it this coming year. Read three chapters a day and let its truths 
transform your life. It will be a great adventure, because it is a supernatural book.  
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Genesis  

¶ The seed of the woman 

¶ The sacrifice to clothe Adam and Eve  

¶ The arc of Noah 

¶ The appearance of the Angel of the Lord 

to Abraham  

¶ Melchizadeck the priest of the Most High 

God 

¶ The promised Son to Abraham  

¶ The sacrifice of Isaac  

¶ The ram with his horns caught in the 

thorns  

¶ Joseph the savior and deliverer of the 

sons of Israel 

 

Exodus  

¶ The serpent on the pole that brought 

healing to the Hebrews  

¶ The stone that gave water  

¶ The bread from heaven  

¶ The arc of the covenant  

 

Levitucus  

¶ The priesthood  

¶ The sacrificial system  

¶ The blood sprinkled on the mercy seat  

 

Numbers  

¶ The shape of the Hebrew camp in the 

form of a cross 

 

Joshua 

¶ The warrior that lead his people into the 

promised land  

 

Ruth  

¶ Boaz the kinsman redeemer  

 

1&2 Samuel  

¶ David the mighty Kind of the Jews  

 

  

 

Psalms  

¶ The Good Shepherd  

¶ The Redeemer 

¶ The Savior 

¶ The Light of God   

¶ The Word of God  

¶ The Fountain of Life 

 

Proverbs  

¶ The Wisdom of God  

 

Song of Solomon  

¶ The beloved husband of the beloved  

 

Isaiah  

¶ The child of the virgin  

¶ The son that is given  

¶ The suffering servant  

¶ The one sent to preach glad tidings, 

sight to the blind, strength to the lame  

 

Daniel  

¶ The fourth man in the fiery furnace  

¶ The coming Messiah the Prince  

 

Hosea  

¶ The son brought out of Egypt  

 

Joel 

¶ The baptism of the Holy Spirit, poured 

out by God  

 

Jonah 

¶ The man who spent three days and three 

nights in the belly of the fish, rising again 

to preach repentance  

 

Micah  

¶ The everlasting ruler from Bethlehem  

 

  

JESUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  

 

In John 5:39-40, Jesus said, òSearch the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 

and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.ó 

 

The Old Testament is filled with pictures of Jesus, the Savior of the World.   

Here is a short list of some of them.  
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The Old Testament Books of The Bible  

by Subject or Leading Thought of Each  

 
Some of the books have a Principal Thought: Others are about a number of things. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT:  

 

1. Genesis   Founding of the Hebrew Nation  

2. Exodus   The Covenant with the Hebrew Nation  

3. Leviticus    Laws of the Hebrew Nation  

4. Numbers    Journey to the Promised Land  

5. Deuteronomy   Laws of the Hebrew Nation  

6. Joshua   The Conquest of Canaan 

7. Judges   First 300 years in the Land  

8. Ruth   Beginning of the Messianic Family of David  

9. I Samuel   Organization of the Kingdom  

10. II Samuel   Reign of David  

11. I Kings   Division of the Kingdom  

12. II Kings    History of the Divided Kingdom  

13. I Chronicles   Reign of David  

14. II Chronicles   History of Southern Kingdom  

15. Ezra   Return from Captivity  

16. Nehemiah   Rebuilding of Jerusalem  

17. Esther   Escape of Israel from Extermination  

18. Job   Problem of Suffering  

19. Psalms   National Hymn Book of Israel  

20. Proverbs    Wisdom of Solomon  

21. Ecclesiastes  Vanity of Earthly Life  

22. Song of Solomon Glorification of Wedded Love  

23. Isaiah   The Messianic Prophet  

24. Jeremiah   A Last Effort to Save Jerusalem 

25. Lamentations  A Dirge over the Desolation of Jerusalem  

26. Ezekiel    òThey shall Know that I am Godó 

27. Daniel    The Prophet at Babylon  

28. Hosea   Apostasy of Israel  

29. Joel   Prediction of the Holy Spirit Age  

30. Amos   Ultimate Universal Rule of David  

31. Obadiah    Destruction of Edom  

32. Jonah   An Errand of Mercy to Nineveh  

33. Micah   Bethlehem to be Birthplace of the Messiah  

34. Nahum   Destruction of Nineveh  

35. Habakkuk   òThe Just shall Live by Faithó 

36. Zephaniah  Coming of a òPure Languageó 

37. Haggai    Rebuilding the Temple  

38. Zechariah   Rebuilding the Temple  

39. Malachi    Final Message to a Disobedient People  
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The New  Testament Books of  The Bible  

by Subject or Leading Thought of Each  

 
Some of the books have a Principal Thought, others are about a number of things. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT:  

 

40. Matthew     Jesus the Messiah 

41. Mark     Jesus the Wonderful  

42. Luke    Jesus the Son of Man 

43. John    Jesus the Son of God 

44. Acts    Formation of the Church  

45. Romans    Nature of Christõs Work 

46. I Corinthians    Various Church Disorders  

47. II Corinthians    Paulõs Vindication of his Apostleship 

48. Galatians    By Grace, not by Law  

49. Ephesians   Unity of the Church  

50. Philippians    A Missionary Epistle  

51. Colossians   Deity of Jesus 

52. I Thessalonians   The Lordõs Second Coming 

53. II Thessalonians   The Lordõs Second Coming 

54. I Timothy     The Care of the Church in Ephesus  

55. II Timothy    Paulõs Final Word 

56. Titus    The Churches of Crete  

57. Philemon     Conversion of a Runaway Slave 

58. Hebrews     Christ the Mediator of a New Covenant  

59. James    Good Works  

60. I Peter    To a Persecuted Church  

61. II Peter    Prediction of Apostasy  

62. I John    Love 

63. II John    Caution against False Teachers  

64. III John    Rejection of Johnõs Helpers 

65. Jude    Imminent Apostasy  

66. Revelation    Ultimate Triumph of Christ  
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By Clinton Arnold  

 

When I became a Christian in 

1970, choosing a Bible was fairly 

easy. You just drove to the local 

bookstore and bought a King James 

Version. There were still some de-

cisions to be made: whether to get 

a black or burgundy cover for ex-

ample, or whether to spring for 

real leather. There was also the 

option of buying a Bible with the 

Scofield notes.  

 

A little over 30 years later, the de-

cisions are dramatically more diffi-

cult. Do I buy the KJV, NKJV, NIV, 

NASB, RSV, NRSV, TEV, CEV, NLT, 

LB, NCV, or The Message? Or do I 

choose the TNIV, ESV, or HCSBñall 

of which have appeared quite re-

cently?  

 

The assortment of Bibles raises 

some pressing questions. Why are 

there so many different transla-

tions? What are the key differ-

ences between them? And finally, 

which translations are best for 

you? 

 

Why are there so many transla-

tions?  

It is important to remember that 

the Bible was not originally written 

in English. The Old Testament writ-

ers used Hebrew, a Semitic lan-

guage written from right to left 

with no vowels. (A few passages 

were written in a related language 

called Aramaic.) The New Testa-

ment was written exclusively in 

Greek, though in a form that differs 

substantially from the modern lan-

guage.  

 

Here's how the original languages 

appear.  

Åyd,a;h; taew] µyIm'V;h' tae µyhilaÔ 

ar;b; tyvareB] ñGen. 1:1  

 

Qeo;v oujdei;s e'wËraken pwËpote 

monogenh;s Qeo;s oï w[n eis to;n 

koËlopon tou' patro;s eÆkei=nox 

exhghsato ñJn. 1:18 

 

For us to read the Bible in English, 

it has to be translated. Someone 

has to read it in the original lan-

guage and spend time considering 

how to express it in English. This 

process is more complex than it 

sounds and it contributes to the 

plethora of Bible translations.  

First, scholars differ on how trans-

lation should be done. Second, the 

English language changes over 

time, leading to updates of previ-

ous versions or entirely new ones. 

Also, as we'll see later, discoveries 

of additional Greek and Hebrew 

manuscripts prompt translators to 

translate Bibles from a different 

manuscript basis. Let's look at the 

first two factors in more detail.  

 

Different versions reflect differ-

ent theories of translation . As a 
Greek professor, on more than one 

occasion I have been asked by 

earnest Christians, "Why can't we 

simply develop a very literal trans-

lation that doesn't interpret the 

text?"  

 

The answer is simple: If we were to 

follow the Hebrew or Greek ex-

actly, most passages would be ut-

terly confusing and possibly unin-

telligible. For example, in the NIV, 

Jn. 1:18 reads, "No one has ever 

seen God, but God the One and 

Only, who is at the Father's side, 

has made him known." In contrast, 

here is a literal, word -by -word 

translation: "God no one has seen 

ever: only -begotten God the being 

into the bosom of the father that 

one explained."  

 

Although one might be able to 

make some sense of this, it is diffi-

cult to understand and terrible 

English. All translations must make 

a number of changes and interpre-

tive decisions to render Scripture 

in intelligible English:  

* English word order must be 
given priority. English is 

locked into subject -verb -

object order, whereas a Greek 

writer can move these ele-

ments anywhere in the sen-

tence. So "God no one has 

seen ever" becomes "No one 

has ever seen God."  

* Many expressions must be in-
terpreted and expressed in a 

different grammatical form in 

English. To be technical for a 

moment, a participle may need 

to be expressed with a finite 

verb and made into a relative 

clause, so that "the being" be-

comes "who is."  

* Words that are not in the 
Greek text, but are implied, 

must be added: "that one ex-

plained [him]."  

* Certain words need to be in-
terpreted: "Only begotten" 

(Continued on page 16) 

  NIV KJV NRSV NKJV NASB other 

Evangelical 47% 22%   10% 8%  4% 

Pentecostal /Charismatic 21% 45% 3% 19%  6%   

Mainline 18%   51% 3%  7% 13% 

These statistics come from a nationwide study conducted among a representative sample of over 
500 Protestant church pastors in 2000. The ministers were asked which one version or translation of 

the Bible they personally rely on most for their work. The study was conducted by Ellison Research 

of Phoenix, Arizona (www.ellisonresearch.com). 

What Versions Are Pastors Using? 

http://www.navpress.com/message.asp
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Genesis+001:001
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=John+001:018
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=John+001:018
http://www.ellisonresearch.com
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Version 
Year  Characteristics Grade GN? Apoc? 

KJV 

King James Version 

1611 

1861* 

1932* 

1962* 

Å This is the most popular and widely used English Bible ever published. 

Å The translators utilized a "literal" (formal equivalent) approach. 

Å It has undergone three revisions and many changes since it was originally published in 1611. 

Å The KJV is a revision of the Bishop's Bible (1568), which was a revision of the Great Bible (1539). 

Å Sentence structure, expressions, and vocabulary represent Elizabethan-era English, making it difficult for many to understand 

today. 

Å The KJV uses a different manuscript basis from other modern versions. 

12   X 

NKJV 

New King James Version 

1979 NT 

1982* 

Å The NKJV is an update and modernization of the KJV. 

Å The original translators and updaters utilized a literal (formal equivalent) approach. 

Å The translators replaced all the Elizabethan English with modern English. 

Å The NKJV uses a different manuscript basis from other modern versions. 

      

RSV 

Revised Standard Version 

1952 

1971* 

Å This is a revision of the American Standard Version (1901), but less literal. 

Å It became the most ecumenical version, accepted and used by Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox believers. 
NA   X 

NRSV 

New Revised Standard Version 1990 
Å This is a revision of the RSV. 

Å As the most ecumenical version, it is accepted and used by Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox believers. 
10.4 X X 

ESV 

English Standard Version 2001 
Å The ESV is an evangelical revision of the RSV. 

Å It is an "essentially literal" (formal equivalent) translation. 
NA     

NASB 

New American Standard Bible 

1971 

1995* 

Å The NASB is one of the most literal (formal equivalent) translations available. 

Å It was produced between 1959 and 1971 by 58 evangelical scholars from a variety of denominations. 

Å It is based on the American Standard Version (1901). 

11     

NIV 

New International Version 1978 

Å The NIV is the most popular evangelical translation. 

Å It attempts to find an optimal balance between exactness (formal equivalence) and readability (dynamic equivalence). 

Å It was produced by a team of evangelical scholars, all of whom were committed "to the authority and infallibility of the Bible 

as God's Word in written form." 

7.8     

TNIV 

Today's New Int'l Version 2002 
Å This is an update and revision of the popular NIV. 

Å The publisher states that about seven percent of the text has been revised. 
NA X   

HCSB 

Holman Christian Standard Bible 2000 

Å Like the NIV, this translation endeavors to maintain an optimum balance between exactness (formal equivalence) and readabil-

ity (dynamic equivalence). 

Å Commissioned by the Southern Baptist publishing house of Holman Bible Publishers, this translation was produced by a team 

of 90 scholars from a variety of denominations. 

NA     

REB 

Revised English Bible 1989 

Å The REB is a revision of the New English Bible (1970). 

Å It is a thought-for-thought (dynamic equivalent) translation produced in Great Britain. 

Å The translation reflects many British idioms. 

NA X X 

TEV 

Today's English Version 

1966 NT 

1976 

Å This thought-for-thought (dynamic equivalent) translation was produced by the American Bible Society. 

Å It makes use of colloquial English. 
7.29   X 

LB 

Living Bible 

1967 NT 

1971 

Å The LB is not a translation, but a paraphrase of the American Standard Version (1901) in understandable and colloquial Eng-

lish. 

Å This Bible was produced by Kenneth N. Taylor, who decided to paraphrase the ASV to help his 10 children understand the 

Scriptures. 

8.3     

NCV 

New Century Version 1991 
Å This dynamic translation was based on the International Childrens' Bible (1986). 

Å It uses vocabulary at a third-grade level and avoids long sentences. 
NA X   

CEV 
1995 Å This dynamic modern-language translation was produced by the American Bible Society. 5.4 X X 

NLT 

New Living Translation 1996 
Å This is an actual translationðnot a paraphraseðusing a dynamic-equivalence approach. 

Å The translation was completed by a team of 90 evangelical scholars from various denominations. 
6.3 X   

The Message 
1993 NT 

2002 

Å The Message is an actual translationðnot a paraphraseðinto idiomatic English ("the way we actually speak and think"). 

Å It often uses additional details to convey a thought. 
4.8     

* = a second (or later) edition   Apoc =    indicates that the Apocrypha is available in this translation  

NT = The New Testament      Grade Level = This is an index for assessing the readability of the translation according to grade level.  These figures are  

GN =  indicates that the translation is gender neutral         based on study conducted by Swinburne Readability Labortory (Charlottesville, Virginia). 

http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://209.49.40.241/LOCALNAGIM.nsf
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://209.49.40.241/LOCALNAGIM.nsf
http://www.navpress.com/message.asp
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(KJV, NASB) is one possible 

way to translate the Greek 

word monogene -s; a better 

interpretat ion might be 

unique, only ( ESV, NRSV), or 

one and only ( NIV).  

* Certain words may need an 
English translation that is 

closer to what the term actually 

meant than to the precise term 

itself. Although the Greek 

word kolpos indicates a per-

son's chest or bosom, translat-

ing it with one of these English 

words may confuse today's 

readers. Thus, the NIV and ESV 

translate it "at the Father's 

side," and the NLT uses "near 

to the Father's heart."  

You can see that a lot of interpreta-

tion is needed just to get the Greek 

sentence into a form of English that 

makes sense. A translation that 

does not interpret is impossible.  

 

A root issue is this: Should the 

translator place priority on the ex-

act form of the original text or on 

clarity of the English expression? If 

the emphasis is placed on exactly 

following the wording of the origi-

nal languages, readability suffers. 

If the translator stresses readabil-

ity, literalness is sacrificed and 

much more interpretation takes 

place. These differing philoso-

phies have led to a variety of dif-

ferent translations.  

 

Different versions reflect 

changes in the English lan-

guage . English has changed a 
great deal since the King James 

Version was published. In addition 

to the passing of thees and thous, a 

host of other expressions are no 

longer used or now have different 

meanings.  

 

Here's a quick quiz to test your 

knowledge of King James English. 

Check the boxes if you know the 

meaning of the expression.  

¶ "sick of the palsy" ( Mk. 2:3)  

¶ "thou hast possessed my reins" 
(Ps. 139:13)  

¶ "decayeth and waxeth old" 

(Heb. 8:13)  

¶ "not in chambering and wan-

tonness" (Ro. 13:13)  

¶ "the instruments also of the 
churl are evil" ( Is. 32:7)  

¶ "Isaac was sporting with his 

wife" ( Gen. 26:8)  

¶ "by his neesings a light doth 
shine" ( Job 41:18)  

¶ "ye have respect to him that 
weareth the gay clothing" ( Jas. 

2:3)  

¶ "when divers were hardened, 

and believed not" ( Acts 19:9)  

 

How did you do? Our language has 

changed considerably! Some of 

these changes are passing fads; 

others are here to stay. This is one 

of the other main reasons for so 

many contemporary English Bible 

versions: Bible translators are try-

ing to stay current with language 

changes.  

 

The biggest shift in the last 30 

years is the diminishing use of he, 

him, and man in a generic sense to 

indicate both males and females. 

This change has led to one of the 

largest controversies to face Bible 

translators in many years. Some 

translation committees believe that 

new versions need to reflect gen-

der -neutral terminology. Others 

resist this move, believing that this 

change represents a capitulation to 

feminist interests and, more impor-

tantly, unduly alters the meaning 

of many passages.  

 

One of the more controversial 

translation choices introduced in 

gender -neutral translations is 

changing singular nouns and pro-

nouns to plural in certain pas-

sages. Some translators consider 

this necessary because the English 

language does not have a generic 

third person singular pronoun. The 

closest we can come is the awk-

ward he/ she. 

 

This type of change can be illus-

trated with Jas. 1:26. The NIV 

reads,  

 

If anyone considers himself reli-

gious and yet does not keep a tight 

rein on his tongue, he deceives him-

self and his religion is worthless.  

 

The gender -neutral TNIV translates 

the same passage,  

 

Those who consider themselves re-

ligious and yet do not keep a tight 

rein on their tongues deceive them-

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 17) 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Greater word-for-word correspondence with 

the original text 

Awkward English at times; less readable 

Less interpretation of the original text; less 

reliance on the translator for an accurate inter-
pretation 

More ambiguity in the meaning of the English; relies on 

the reader for more interpretation 

Better for in-depth biblical study More difficult for a nonChristian or a new Christian to 

read and comprehend 

Easier to trace the same form of a word used 

by the biblical writers 

Not as good for public Scripture reading 

More precision by using complex vocabulary 

and theological terminology 

May lead readers to reach wrong interpretive conclu-

sions in a casual reading 

   

Strengths Weaknesses 

More readable Less correspondence to the form of the original text 

Priority on conveying meaning; thus, less 

ambiguity in the meaning of the English text 

More interpretation of the original text 

Easy for a nonChristian or a new Christian to 

read and comprehend 

Not as good for careful Bible study 

Good for public Scripture reading Impossible to trace the same form of a word used by the 

biblical writers 

More interpretation by trained scholars Often more expansive by using a phrase or sentence to 

explain a technical term 

Two Philosophies of Translation 

Formal Equivalence (Word-for -Word)  

Dynamic Equivalence (Thought-for-Thought) 

http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Mark+002:003
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Psalms+139:013
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Hebrews+008:013
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Romans+013:013
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Isaiah+032:007
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Genesis+026:008
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Job+041:018
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=James+002:003
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=James+002:003
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Acts+019:009
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=James+001:026
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selves, and their religion is worth-

less. 
 

Though changing singular to plural 

is the most common strategy for 

creating a gender -neutral transla-

tion, some scholars believe this 

mutes the individual application of 

the passage and thus alters the 

meaning of the text. This tension 

can be seen in the translation of 

Rev. 3:20. Many older Christians 

have memorized this verse in the 

KJV: 

 

Behold, I stand at the door, and 

knock: if any man hear my voice, 

and open the door, I will come in to 

him, and will sup with him, and he 

with me.  

 

Although this may not sound 

strange to us, many women in 

younger generations may wonder 

why only men are invited.  

 

Because of the constraints of our 

language, it is not easy to modify 

this verse to convey that both men 

and women are welcomed into 

relationship with the Lord. The 

TNIV does so by changing him to 

them: "If anyone hears my voice 

and opens the door, I will come in 

and eat with them, and they with 

me." This change reflects the use 

of they/ them as a singularña con-

troversial practice rejected by 

some English style guides. An-

other way of handling this problem 

is to shift from the third person to 

the second, as the NRSV has done: 

"If you hear my voice and open the 

door, I will come in to you and eat 

with you, and you with me." This 

translation preserves an explicit 

individual application but still 

changes the form of the original.  

 

At the root of the debate over 

methods of gender -neutral transla-

tions are two critical questions that 

you will need to grapple with: 

First, has the English language 

really changed? In other words, is 

it now improper to use he when 

you refer to both males and fe-

males? Second, do the changes 

introduced in gender -neutral 

translations (as illustrated above) 

truly distort the meaning of Scrip-

ture? 

What are the key differences be-

tween the translations?  

Now that we know some of the rea-

sons there are so many versions 

available, we're ready to tackle the 

next question, What makes them 

different from each other?  

 

Translation philosophies . As I 
have already noted, translation 

philosophies cause significant dif-

ferences among the various Bibles. 

These philosophies represent two 

different poles on a spectrum. One 

end of the spectrum gives priority 

to exactness to the original form, 

while the other end emphasizes 

clarity and readability in English.  

 

(See Sample Translation on next 

page)  

 

The philosophy striving for exact-

ness is widely referred to as formal 

equivalence . These translators at-

tempt a word -for -word translation, 

although as we have seen, it is im-

possible to do this completely. The 

goal is to be as accurate as possi-

ble to the form of the text in the 

original language.  

 

The other end of the spectrum fo-

cuses on readability and is com-

monly called dynamic equivalence  

(or functional equivalence ). This 

could be described as a thought -

for -thought translation. These 

scholars endeavor to create a 

translation that gives contempo-

rary readers an experience similar 

to the way the Bible was heard and 

understood in its original setting. 

Advocates of this view are also 

striving to be as accurate as possi-

ble, but their focus is on accuracy 

of meaning, rather than on the pre-

cise form of the original.  

 

Neither of these philosophies 

should be characterized as the 

right  way of translating. They both 

have merits and disadvantages (I 

have summarized these in the 

chart on page 32). I have also 

placed the major Bible versions on 

a scale according to their respec-

tive translation philosophies (see 

below).  

 

It is helpful to see the outcome 

when these translation philoso-

phies are applied to a complicated 

and technical passage. I chose Ro. 

3:24-25 to illustrate how the vari-

ous versions translate a crucial 

verse (see page 34). You will no-

tice that the formal -equivalent 

translations do not hesitate to use 

technical language. On the other 

hand, you may find it interesting 

that the dynamic -equivalent trans-

lations search for creative ways to 

render the theological ideas into 

more readily intelligible English.  

 

In addition to these two translation 

philosophies, we also have Bible 

versions that result from para-

phrasing . A paraphrase is a re-

wording of an existing English 

translation rather than a fresh 

translation from the original lan-

guages. This is what Kenneth Tay-

lor did when he created The Living 

Bible. He reworded the American 

Standard Version (1901) into a form 

of English that his children could 

understand and respond to.  

 

Manuscript base . One final differ-
ence between versions is the 

manuscript base for the transla-

tion. The King James Version of 

1611 (as well as its various revi-

sions and the NKJV) was based on 

Erasmus' edition of the Greek text, 

which was itself based on about six 

Greek manuscripts. These were 

part of a grouping of manuscripts 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 19) 

The Bible in Translation: Ancient 

and English Versions 

by Bruce M. Metzger  

A survey of the background and charac-

teristics of English Bible translations by 

a scholar noted as the principal expert 

on Bible versions. (Baker) 

 

Essential Guide to Bible Versions 

by Philip W. Comfort  

In this introduction to the important 

issues involved in Bible translation, the 

author includes substantial information 

about the ancient manuscripts and how 

they are used in the process. (Tyndale) 

 

Choosing a Bible: A Guide to Modern 

English Translations and Editions 

by Steven M. Sheeley and Robert N. 

Nash Jr.  

A concise and helpful guide to Bible 

translations and how to choose a ver-

sion. (Abingdon) 

http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Revelation+003:020
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Romans+003:024-003:025
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Romans+003:024-003:025
http://standardpub.com/home.html
http://www.bakerbooks.com
http://www.tyndale.com
http://www.abingdon.org/
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Sample Translation from Major Bible Versions  
Romans 3:23 says, "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (NIV). 

Here's how various versions continue that thought in Romans. 3:24-25.  

Word-by-Word Translation of the Greek:  
"being justified freely by the of him grace through the redemption of the in Christ Jesus; who he put forth the God a propi-

tiation/mercy seat through the faith in the of him blood."  

Formal-Equivalence Translations (Word-for -Word)  

NASB 
"being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly 

as a propitiation in His blood." 

KJV 
"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a 

propitiation through faith in his blood," 

NKJV 
"being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitia-

tion by His blood," 

ESV 
"and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood." 

RSV 
"they are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 

an expiation by his blood," 

NRSV 
"they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward 

as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood," 

Translations Attempting to Balance Formal and Dynamic Equivalence  

HCSB 
"They are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. God presented him as a propi-

tiation in his bloodé" 

NIV 
"and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacri-

fice of atonement, through faith in his blood." 

TNIV 
"and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a 

sacrifice of atonement through the shedding of his bloodé" 

Dynamic-Equivalence Translations (Thought-for -Thought)  

REB 
"and all are justified by God's free grace alone, through his act of liberation in the person of Christ Jesus. For God 

designed him to be the means of expiating sin by his death, effective through faith." 

NLT 
"Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares us not guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed 

us by taking away our sins. For God sent Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to satisfy God's anger against 

NCV 
"and all need to be made right with God by his grace, which is a free gift. They need to be made free from sin 

through Jesus Christ. God gave him as a way to forgive sin through faith in the blood of Jesus' death." 

TEV "But by the free gift of God's grace all are put right with him through Christ Jesus, who sets them free. God offered 

CEV 
"But God treats us much better than we deserve, and because of Christ Jesus, he freely accepts us and sets us free 

from our sins. God sent Christ to be our sacrifice. Christ offered his life's blood é" 

LB 
"yet now God declares us ónot guilty' of offending him if we trust in Jesus Christ, who in his kindness freely takes 

away our sins. For God sent Christ Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to end all God's anger against us. He 

MSG 

"Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with himself. A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we're in and 

restored us to where he always wanted us to be. And he did it by means of Jesus Christ. God sacrificed Jesus on the 

altar of the world to clear that world of sin." 

http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Romans+003:023
http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=Romans+003:024-003:025
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known as the Byzantine form of the 

text.  

 

However, many new manuscripts 

have been discovered since the 

publication of the King James Ver-

sion. All other modern versions 

make use of an extensive manu-

script collection of more than 5,000 

Greek manuscripts and 10,000 

Latin manuscripts, as well as nu-

merous manuscripts in ancient ver-

sions (such as Syriac, Coptic, 

Gothic, Armenian, Georgian, 

Ethiopic, and others).  

 

Although the majority of differ-

ences between these two manu-

script bases are exceedingly mi-

nor and do not result in variations 

in the meaning of the text, there 

are some that are important. One 

such example is John. 1:18. Here, 

the most reliable manuscripts refer 

to Jesus as "God," whereas the Byz-

antine manuscripts refer to him as 

"son." This results in the following 

difference in translation:  

 

No man hath seen God at any time; 

the only begotten Son, which is in 

the bosom of the Father, he hath 

declared him. ñKJV 

 

No man has seen God at any time; 

the only begotten God, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He has ex-

plained Him. ñNASB 

 

There are complex reasons (which 

we can't go into here) why the re-

visers of the KJV and the creators 

of the NKJV did not expand their 

textual basis. It is important to 

know, however, that these Bibles 

are based on a different collection 

of manuscripts from other English 

versions.  

 

Which are the best translations 

for you?  

I intentionally worded this ques-

tion in the plural rather than ask-

ing, Which is the best Bible for 

you? It is OK, and actually advis-

able, to have more than one Bible. 

The better question would be, 

Which Bible for which purpose?  

 

Personal Bible reading . If you 
use a Bible reading plan that takes 

you through two or more chapters 

a day, a dynamic -equivalent 

(thought -for -thought) translation 

might be in order. The increased 

readability of these translations 

makes reading large amounts of 

material easier. Try using the NLT, 

CEV, NCV, or The Message. 

 

Another advantage of using the 

dynamic versions is that they can 

shake you out of familiarity with 

the text and allow it to speak to you 

in a fresh and challenging way.  

 

Careful Bible study . When you 
do in -depth Bible study ñwhether 

for personal study or preparation 

to teachñI recommend a formal -

equivalent (word -for -word) trans-

lation as your principal text. The 

NASB is an excellent resource 

here; the new ESV is another trans-

lation you might consider.  

 

I would also recommend using two 

or more other translations for seri-

ous study. Since all translations 

must interpret, the use of other 

versions will call your attention to 

alternate readings of the text.  

 

Public Scripture reading . For 
reading Scripture in a public 

venue, you will want to consider a 

number of factors.  

§ Which translation do most 
members of your audience 

use? Normally you will want to 

stick with that version, even if 

it is different from the one you 

typically use.  

§ Is the language of the transla-
tion understandable to the 

group you will be reading to? 

For instance, a group of junior 

high students might benefit 

from a dynamic -equivalent 

translation.  

§ Do you want to stimulate the 
thinking of your audience by 

giving them a less familiar 

reading? This is where the use 

of a newer version or a dy-

namic -equivalent translation 

(such as The Message) can be 

beneficial.  
 

All -around Bibles . Most of us 
have a version that we memorize 

from, take with us everywhere, 

and use for most of our reading 

and study. It is hard to change. If 

you do consider a change, it might 

be best to choose a version that 

tries to balance exactness with 

readability. This is what the NIV 

and TNIV try to do, as well as the 

new HCSB. Although the new ESV 

is a more formal -equivalent trans-

lation, it is also very readable.  

 

Don't let the proliferation of Bible 

versions bewilder or discourage 

you. It is a blessing! Check out 

some of them, and enjoy the Word 

of God.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Clinton E. Ar-

nold is chairman of the Department of the New 
Testament at the Talbot School of Theology, 

Biola University, and the general  

editor of the Zondervan Illustrated Bible  
Backgrounds Commentary (2002). And his wife 

thought she was marrying a cotton farmer! 

(Continued from page 17) 

http://www.navpress.com/Magazines/DJ/BibleReference.asp?language=english&passage=John+001:018
http://www.navpress.com/message.asp
http://www.navpress.com/message.asp
http://www.talbot.edu/
http://www.biola.edu/
http://www.zondervan.com
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**************************  

THE WEEKLY WALK 

By James MacDonald 

**************************  

________________________________________________ 

 

UNDER ATTACK  

________________________________________________ 

 

In case you havenõt noticed, the Bible is under attack. 

 

ǐ The ACLU is applying continual pressure to have the Ten Commandments removed 
from courtrooms across the nation.  

ǐ Teenagers in some public high schools are being told they canõt bring their Bibles to 
school because of the òseparation of church and state.ó 

ǐ One Florida school is being sued because it dared to teach the Bible as history, not as 
religious myth.  

 

It goes without saying that the Bible is ever and always under attack.  No other book has 

been so burned and banned and outlawed.   From Roman emperors to communist leaders 

to college professors, everyone seems to take it upon themselves to attack Godõs book. 

Why this book?   Why not the Koran?   Why not the Book of Mormon?  Why not the books of 

the various Eastern religions?   Go to a university and try to find someone attacking them.   

No, they are lifted up.   Why? Because all those who do not belong to God can tolerate all 

manner of falsehood and yet hate the one book that calls them to the only source of 

hopeñJesus Christ. 

 

Despite all of the attacks over the centuries, the Bible has been supernaturally preserved.   

Just one illustration of this will suffice.   You may have heard of Voltaire, the noted French 

infidel who died in 1778.   He was quoted as saying that one hundred years from his life-

time Christianity would be swept from existence and pass into history.   But what has hap-

pened?  Voltaire has passed into history while the circulation of the Bible continues to in-

crease in almost all parts of the world, carrying blessing wherever it goes.  In fact, Vol-

taireõs house was purchased by the Geneva Bible Society about fifty years after his death.  

The house of the man who gave his life to wiping out the influence of the Bible became a 

printing press where thousands of Bibles were produced and distributed.   Now that is an 

irony of history!  

 

The fact that the Bible has survived centuries of attack is irrefutable evidence that it is a 

supernatural book.   The Bible has been uniquely preserved because Almighty God wrote 

it and is taking care of it.   Anyone who sets out to destroy the Bible is not going against 

man; heõs going against God, and that is why such attacks will always fail.  I certainly 

wouldnõt want to spend my life trying to get Godõs book out of circulation.  Would you?  

Since the Bible is Godõs book, let me encourage you to be bold with it.  Donõt just bring it 

to church with you on Sunday morning; take it to work, school, restaurants, or wherever 

you go.   Then, when you find a quiet moment, you can open it up and read a Psalm or 

memorize a verse or share its contents with a friend.   Donõt be afraid of what others will 

think.   The Bible has survived innumerable attacks.  It will be able handle anything else 

that comes its way.  
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The Bible Companion - A System of Daily Bible Readings 

January  February  

Jan 1 ......... Genesis 1-2 ................... Psalms 1-2 ................. Matthew 1 -2 

Jan 2 ......... Genesis 3-4 ................... Psalms 3-5 ................. Matthew 3 -4 

Jan 3 ......... Genesis 5-6 ................... Psalms 6-8 ................. Matthew 5  

Jan 4 ......... Genesis 7-8 ................... Psalms 9-10 ............... Matthew 6  

Jan 5 ......... Genesis 9-10 ................. Psalms 11-13 ............. Matthew 7  

Jan 6 ......... Genesis 11-12 ............... Psalms 14-16 ............. Matthew 8  

Jan 7 ......... Genesis 13-14 ............... Psalms 17 .................. Matthew 9  

Jan 8 ......... Genesis 15-16 ............... Psalms 18 .................. Matthew 10  

Jan 9 ......... Genesis 17-18 ............... Psalms 19-21 ............. Matthew 11  

Jan 10 ........Genesis 19 .................... Psalms 22 .................. Matthew 12  

Jan 11 ........Genesis 20-21 ............... Psalms 23-25 ............. Matthew 13  

Jan 12 ........Genesis 22-23 ............... Psalms 26-29 ............. Matthew 14  

Jan 13 ........Genesis 24 .................... Psalms 30 .................. Matthew 15  

Jan 14 ........Genesis 25-26 ............... Psalms 31 .................. Matthew 16  

Jan 15 ........Genesis 27 .................... Psalms 32 .................. Matthew 17  

Jan 16 ........Genesis 28-29 ............... Psalms 33 .................. Matthew 18  

Jan 17 ........Genesis 30 .................... Psalms 34 .................. Matthew 19  

Jan 18 ........Genesis 31 .................... Psalms 35 .................. Matthew 20  

Jan 19 ........Genesis 32-33 ............... Psalms 36 .................. Matthew 21  

Jan 20 ........Genesis 34-35 ............... Psalms 37 .................. Matthew 22  

Jan 21 ........Genesis 36 .................... Psalms 38 .................. Matthew 23  

Jan 22 ........Genesis 37 .................... Psalms 39-40 ............. Matthew 24  

Jan 23 ........Genesis 38 .................... Psalms 41-43 ............. Matthew 25  

Jan 24 ........Genesis 39-40 ............... Psalms 44 .................. Matthew 26  

Jan 25 ........Genesis 41 .................... Psalms 45 .................. Matthew 27  

Jan 26 ........Genesis 42-43 ............... Psalms 46-48 ............. Matthew 28  

Jan 27 ........Genesis 44-45 ............... Psalms 49 .................. Romans 1-2 

Jan 28 ........Genesis 46-47 ............... Psalms 50 .................. Romans 3-4 

Jan 29 ........Genesis 48-50 ............... Psalms 51-52 ............. Romans 5-6 

Jan 30 ........Exodus 1-2 ...................  Psalms 53-55 ............. Romans 7-8 

Jan 31 ........Exodus 3-4 ...................  Psalms 56-57 ............. Romans 9 

Feb 2 ...........Exodus 7 -8 ...............Psalms 60-61 ..............Romans 12 

Feb 3 ...........Exodus 9 ..................Psalms 62 -63 ..............Romans 13-14 

Feb 4 ...........Exodus 10 ................Psalms 64 -65 ..............Romans 15-16 

Feb 5 ...........Exodus 11 -12 ...........Psalms 66-67 ..............Mark 1  

Feb 6 ...........Exodus 13 -14 ...........Psalms 68 ...................Mark 2  

Feb 7 ...........Exodus 15 ................Psalms 69 ...................Mark 3  

Feb 8 ...........Exodus 16 ................Psalms 70 -71 ..............Mark 4  

Feb 9 ...........Exodus 17 -18 ...........Psalms 72 ...................Mark 5  

Feb 10 .........Exodus 19-20 ...........Psalms 73 ...................Mark 6  

Feb 11 .........Exodus 21 ................Psalms 74 ...................Mark 7  

Feb 12 .........Exodus 22 ................Psalms 75 -76 ..............Mark 8  

Feb 13 .........Exodus 23 ................Psalms 77 ...................Mark 9  

Feb 14 .........Exodus 24-25 ...........Psalms 78 ...................Mark 10  

Feb 15 .........Exodus 26 ................Psalms 79 -80 ..............Mark 11  

Feb 16 .........Exodus 27 ................Psalms 81 -82 ..............Mark 12  

Feb 17 .........Exodus 28 ................Psalms 83 -84 ..............Mark 13  

Feb 18 .........Exodus 29 ................Psalms 85 -86 ..............Mark 14  

Feb 19 .........Exodus 30 ................Psalms 87 -88 ..............Mark 15 -16 

Feb 20 .........Exodus 31-32 ...........Psalms 89 ..............1 Corinthians 1 -2 

Feb 21 .........Exodus 33-34 ...........Psalms 90-91 .........1 Corinthians 3  

Feb 22 .........Exodus 35 ................Psalms 92 -93 .........1 Corinthians 4 -5 

Feb 23 .........Exodus 36 ................Psalms 94 -95 .........1 Corinthians 6  

Feb 24 .........Exodus 37 ................Psalms 96 -99 .........1 Corinthians 7  

Feb 25 .........Exodus 38 ................Psalms 100 -101 .....1 Corinthians 8 -9 

Feb 26 .........Exodus 39-40 ...........Psalms 102 ............1 Corinthians 10  

Feb 27 .........Leviticus 1 -2 .............Psalms 103 ............1 Corinthians 11  

Feb 28 .........Leviticus 3 -4 .............Psalms 104 ........1 Corinthians 12 -13 

Feb 29 .........Leviticus 3 -4 .............Psalms 104 ........1 Corinthians 12 -13 

 

  

March  April  

Mar 1 ....... Leviticus 5 -6 ............Psalms 105 ..............1 Corinthians 14  

Mar 2 ....... Leviticus 7 ...............Psalms 106 ..............1 Corinthians 15  

Mar 3 ....... Leviticus 8 ...............Psalms 107 ..............1 Corinthians 16  

Mar 4 ....... Leviticus 9 -10 ..........Psalms 108-109 .......2 Corinthians 1 -2 

Mar 5 ....... Leviticus 11 .............Psalms 110 -112 .......2 Corinthians 3 -4 

Mar 6 ....... Leviticus 12 -13 ........Psalms 113-114 .......2 Corinthians 5 -7 

Mar 7 ....... Leviticus 14 .............Psalms 115 -116 .......2 Corinthians 8 -9 

Mar 8 ....... Leviticus 15 .............Psalms 117 -118 ...... 2 Corinthians 10 -11 

Mar 9 ....... Leviticus 16 ............ Psalms 119:1 -40 ......2 Corinthians 12 -13 

Mar 10 ...... Leviticus 17 -18 ...... Psalms 119:41-80 ..................Luke 1  

Mar 11 ...... Leviticus 19 ........... Psalms 119:81-128 ................Luke 2  

Mar 12 ...... Leviticus 20 ........... Psalms 119:129-176 ..............Luke 3  

Mar 13 ...... Leviticus 21 ........... Psalms 120 -124 .................... Luke 4  

Mar 14 ...... Leviticus 22 ........... Psalms 125 -127 .................... Luke 5  

Mar 15 ...... Leviticus 23 ........... Psalms 128 -130 .................... Luke 6  

Mar 16 ...... Leviticus 24 ........... Psalms 131 -134 .................... Luke 7  

Mar 17 ...... Leviticus 25 ........... Psalms 135 -136 .................... Luke 8  

Mar 18 ...... Leviticus 26 ........... Psalms 137 -139 .................... Luke 9  

Mar 19 ...... Leviticus 27 ........... Psalms 140 -142 .................... Luke 10  

Mar 20 ...... Numbers 1 ............ Psalms 143 -144 .................... Luke 11  

Mar 21 ...... Numbers 2 ............ Psalms 145 -147 .................... Luke 12  

Mar 22 ...... Numbers 3 ............ Psalms 148 -150 .................... Luke 13 -14 

Mar 23 .......Numbers 4 ............ Proverbs 1 ........................... Luke 15  

Mar 24 .......Numbers 5 ............ Proverbs 2 ........................... Luke 16  

Mar 25 .......Numbers 6 ............ Proverbs 3 ........................... Luke 17  

Mar 26 .......Numbers 7 ............ Proverbs 4 ........................... Luke 18  

Mar 27 .......Numbers 8 -9 ......... Proverbs 5 ........................... Luke 19  

Mar 28 .......Numbers 10 .......... Proverbs 6 ........................... Luke 20  

Mar 29 .......Numbers 11 .......... Proverbs 7 ........................... Luke 21  

Mar 30 .......Numbers 12 -13 ..... Proverbs 8 -9 ........................ Luke 22  

Mar 31 .......Numbers 14 .......... Proverbs 10 ......................... Luke 23  

Apr 1 ......... Numbers 15 ................ Proverbs 11 .............Luke 24  

Apr 2 ......... Numbers 16 ................ Proverbs 12 .............Galatians 1 -2 

Apr 3 ......... Numbers 17 -18 ........... Proverbs 13 .............Galatians 3 -4 

Apr 4 ......... Numbers 19 ................ Proverbs 14 .............Galatians 5 -6 

Apr 5 ......... Numbers 20 -21 ........... Proverbs 15 .............Ephesians 1 -2 

Apr 6 ......... Numbers 22 -23 ........... Proverbs 16 .............Ephesians 3 -4 

Apr 7 ......... Numbers 24 -25 ........... Proverbs 17 .............Ephesians 5 -6 

Apr 8 ......... Numbers 26 ................ Proverbs 18 .............Philippians 1 -2 

Apr 9 ......... Numbers 27 ................ Proverbs 19 .............Philippians 3 -4 

Apr 10 ........ Numbers 28 ............... Proverbs 20 .................. John 1  

Apr 11 ........ Numbers 29 -30 .......... Proverbs 21 .................. John 2 -3 

Apr 12 ........ Numbers 31 ............... Proverbs 22 .................. John 4  

Apr 13 ........ Numbers 32 ............... Proverbs 23 .................. John 5  

Apr 14 ........ Numbers 33 ............... Proverbs 24 .................. John 6  

Apr 15 ........ Numbers 34 ............... Proverbs 25 .................. John 7  

Apr 16 ........ Numbers 35 ............... Proverbs 26 .................. John 8  

Apr 17 ........ Numbers 36 ............... Proverbs 27 .................. John 9 -10 

Apr 18 ........ Deuteronomy 1 .......... Proverbs 28 .................. John 11  

Apr 19 ........ Deuteronomy 2 .......... Proverbs 29 .................. John 12  

Apr 20 ........ Deuteronomy 3 .......... Proverbs 30 .................. John 13 -14 

Apr 21 ........ Deuteronomy 4 .......... Proverbs 31 .................. John 15 -16 

Apr 22 ........ Deuteronomy 5 .......... Ecclesiastes 1 ............... John 17 -18 

Apr 23 ........ Deuteronomy 6 -7 ....... Ecclesiastes 2 ............... John 19 

Apr 24 ........ Deuteronomy 8 -9 ....... Ecclesiastes 3 ............... John 20-21 

Apr 25 ........ Deuteronomy 10 -11 .... Ecclesiastes 4 .............. Acts 1  

Apr 26 ........ Deuteronomy 12 -13 .....Ecclesiastes 5 .............. Acts 2  

Apr 27 ........ Deuteronomy 13 -14 .....Ecclesiastes 6 .............. Acts 3 -4 

Apr 28 ........ Deuteronomy 15 ..........Ecclesiastes 7 .............. Acts 5 -6 

Apr 29 ........ Deuteronomy 16 ..........Ecclesiastes 8 .............. Acts 7  

Apr 30 ........ Deuteronomy 17 ..........Ecclesiastes 9 .............. Acts 8  
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May  June 

May 1 ....... Deuteronomy 18 .......... Ecclesiastes 10 .............Acts 9  

May 2 ....... Deuteronomy 19 .......... Ecclesiastes 11 .............Acts 10  

May 3 ....... Deuteronomy 20 .......... Ecclesiastes 12 .............Acts 11 -12 

May 4 ....... Deuteronomy 21 .......... Song of Solomon 1 ....... Acts 13  

May 5 ....... Deuteronomy 22 .......... Song of Solomon 2 ....... Acts 14 -15 

May 6 ....... Deuteronomy 23 .......... Song of Solomon 3 ....... Acts 16 -17 

May 7 ....... Deuteronomy 24 .......... Song of Solomon 4 ....... Acts 18 -19 

May 8 ....... Deuteronomy 25 .......... Song of Solomon 5 ....... Acts 20  

May 9 ....... Deuteronomy 26 .......... Song of Solomon 6 ....... Acts 21 -22 

May 10 ..... Deuteronomy 27 .......... Song of Solomon 7 ....... Acts 23 -24 

May 11 ..... Deuteronomy 28 .......... Song of Solomon 8 ....... Acts 25 -26 

May 12 ..... Deuteronomy 29 .......... Isaiah 1 .........................Acts 27  

May 13 ..... Deuteronomy 30 .......... Isaiah 2 .........................Acts 28  

May 14 ..... Deuteronomy 31 .......... Isaiah 3 -4 ..................Colossians 1  

May 15 ..... Deuteronomy 32 .......... Isaiah 5 .....................Colossians 2  

May 16 ..... Deuteronomy 33 -34 ..... Isaiah 6 .....................Colossians 3 -4 

May 17 ..... Joshua 1 ....................... Isaiah 7 .............1 Thessalonians 1 -2 

May 18 ..... Joshua 2 ....................... Isaiah 8 .............1 Thessalonians 3 -4 

May 19 ..... Joshua 3-4 .................... Isaiah 9 .............1 Thessalonians 5  

May 20 ........ Joshua 5-6 ................. Isaiah 10 .......... 2 Thessalonians 1 -2 

May 21 ........ Joshua 7 .................... Isaiah 11 .......... 2 Thessalonians 3 

May 22 ........ Joshua 8 .................... Isaiah 12 ................... 1 Timothy 1 -3 

May 23 ........ Joshua 9 .................... Isaiah 13 ................... 1 Timothy 4 -5 

May 24 ........ Joshua 10 .................. Isaiah 14 ................... 1 Timothy 6  

May 25 ........ Joshua 11 .................. Isaiah 15 ................... 2 Timothy 1  

May 26 ........ Joshua 12 .................. Isaiah 16 ................... 2 Timothy 2  

May 27 ........ Joshua 13 .................. Isaiah 17-18 .............. 2 Timothy 3 -4 

May 28 ........ Joshua 14 .................. Isaiah 19 ................... Titus 1 -3 

May 29 ........ Joshua 15 .................. Isaiah 20-21 .............. Philemon 1  

May 30 ........ Joshua 16 .................. Isaiah 22 ................... Hebrews 1 -2 

May 31 ........ Joshua 17 .................. Isaiah 23 ................... Hebrews 3 -5 

 

 Jun 1 ........... Joshua 18 ................. Isaiah 24 ..................... Hebrews 6 -7 

Jun 2 ........... Joshua 19 .................. Isaiah 25 ..................... Hebrews 8 -9 

Jun 3 ........... Joshua 20-21 ............. Isaiah 26-27 ................ Hebrews 10  

Jun 4 ........... Joshua 22 .................. Isaiah 28 ..................... Hebrews 11  

Jun 5 ........... Joshua 23-24 ............. Isaiah 29 ..................... Hebrews 12  

Jun 6 ........... Judges 1 ................... Isaiah 30 ..................... Hebrews 13  

Jun 7 ........... Judges 2-3 ................ Isaiah 31 ..................... James 1  

Jun 8 ........... Judges 4-5 ................ Isaiah 32 ..................... James 2  

Jun 9 ........... Judges 6 ................... Isaiah 33 ..................... James 3-4 

Jun 10 .......... Judges 7-8 ............... Isaiah 34 ..................... James 5 

Jun 11 .......... Judges 9 .................. Isaiah 35 ..................... 1 Peter 1  

Jun 12 .......... Judges 10-11 ........... Isaiah 36 ..................... 1 Peter 2  

Jun 13 .......... Judges 12-13 ........... Isaiah 37 ..................... 1 Peter 3 -5 

Jun 14 .......... Judges 14-15 ........... Isaiah 38 ..................... 2 Peter 1 -2 

Jun 15 .......... Judges 16 ................ Isaiah 39 ..................... 2 Peter 3 

Jun 16 .......... Judges 17-18 ........... Isaiah 40 ..................... 1 John 1-2 

Jun 17 .......... Judges 19 ................ Isaiah 41 ..................... 1 John 3-4 

Jun 18 .......... Judges 20 ................ Isaiah 42 ..................... 1 John 5 

Jun 19 .......... Judges 21 ................ Isaiah 43 ..................... 2 John  

Jun 20 .......... Ruth 1-2 ................... Isaiah 44 ..................... Jude 1  

Jun 21 .......... Ruth 3-4 ................... Isaiah 45 ................Revelation 1 -2 

Jun 22 .......... 1 Samuel 1 ............... Isaiah 46-47 ...........Revelation 3 -4 

Jun 23 .......... 1 Samuel 2 ............... Isaiah 48 ................Revelation 5 -6 

Jun 24 .......... 1 Samuel 3 ............... Isaiah 49 ................Revelation 7 -9 

Jun 25 .......... 1 Samuel 4 ............... Isaiah 50 ................Revelation 10 -11 

Jun 26 .......... 1 Samuel 5-6 ............ Isaiah 51 ................Revelation 12 -13 

Jun 27 .......... 1 Samuel 7-8 .............Isaiah 52 ................Revelation 14  

Jun 28 .......... 1 Samuel 9 ................Isaiah 53 ................Revelation 15 -16 

Jun 29 .......... 1 Samuel 10 ..............Isaiah 54 ................Revelation 17 -18 

Jun 30 .......... 1 Samuel 11-12 .........Isaiah 55 ................Revelation 19 -20 

July  August  

Jul 1 ............ 1 Samuel 13 ............... Isaiah 56-57 ..........Revelation 21 -22 

Jul 2 ............ 1 Samuel 14 ............... Isaiah 58 ................Matthew 1 -2 

Jul 3 ............ 1 Samuel 15 ............... Isaiah 59 ................Matthew 3 -4 

Jul 4 ............ 1 Samuel 16 ............... Isaiah 60 ................Matthew 5  

Jul 5 ............ 1 Samuel 17 ............... Isaiah 61 ................Matthew 6  

Jul 6 ............ 1 Samuel 18 ............... Isaiah 62 ................Matthew 7  

Jul 7 ............ 1 Samuel 19 ............... Isaiah 63 ................Matthew 8  

Jul 8 ............ 1 Samuel 20 ............... Isaiah 64 ................Matthew 9  

Jul 9 ............ 1 Samuel 21-22 .......... Isaiah 65 ................Matthew 10  

Jul 10 ........... 1 Samuel 23 .............. Isaiah 66 ................Matthew 11  

Jul 11 ........... 1 Samuel 24 .............. Jeremiah 1 .............Matthew 12  

Jul 12 ........... 1 Samuel 25 .............. Jeremiah 2 .............Matthew 13  

Jul 13 ........... 1 Samuel 26-27 ......... Jeremiah 3 .............Matthew 14  

Jul 14 ........... 1 Samuel 28 .............. Jeremiah 4 .............Matthew 15  

Jul 15 ........... 1 Samuel 29-30 ......... Jeremiah 5 .............Matthew 16  

Jul 16 ........... 1 Samuel 31 .............. Jeremiah 6 .............Matthew 17  

Jul 17 ........... 2 Samuel 1 ................ Jeremiah 7 .............Matthew 18  

Jul 18 ........... 2 Samuel 2 ................ Jeremiah 8 .............Matthew 19  

Jul 19 ........... 2 Samuel 3 ................ Jeremiah 9 .............Matthew 20  

Jul 20 ........... 2 Samuel 4-5 ............. Jeremiah 10 ...........Matthew 21  

Jul 21 ........... 2 Samuel 6 ................ Jeremiah 11 ...........Matthew 22  

Jul 22 ........... 2 Samuel 7 ................ Jeremiah 12 ...........Matthew 23  

Jul 23 ........... 2 Samuel 8-9 ............. Jeremiah 13 ...........Matthew 24  

Jul 24 ........... 2 Samuel 10 .............. Jeremiah 14 ...........Matthew 25  

Jul 25 ........... 2 Samuel 11 .............. Jeremiah 15 ...........Matthew 26  

Jul 26 ........... 2 Samuel 12 .............. Jeremiah 16 ...........Matthew 27  

Jul 27 ........... 2 Samuel 13 .............. Jeremiah 17 ...........Matthew 28  

Jul 28 ........... 2 Samuel 14 .............. Jeremiah 18 ...........Romans 1-2 

Jul 29 ........... 2 Samuel 15 .............. Jeremiah 19 ...........Romans 3-4 

Jul 30 ........... 2 Samuel 16 .............. Jeremiah 20 ...........Romans 5-6 

Aug 1 .......... 2 Samuel 18 ...............Jeremiah 22 ............Romans 9  

Aug 2 .......... 2 Samuel 19 ...............Jeremiah 23 ............Romans 10 -11 

Aug 3 .......... 2 Samuel 20-21 ..........Jeremiah 24 ............Romans 12 

Aug 4 .......... 2 Samuel 22 ...............Jeremiah 25 ............Romans 13 -14 

Aug 5 .......... 2 Samuel 23 ...............Jeremiah 26 ............Romans 15 -16 

Aug 6 .......... 2 Samuel 24 ...............Jeremiah 27 ............Mark 1  

Aug 7 .......... 1 Kings 1 ..................  Jeremiah 28 ............Mark 2  

Aug 8 .......... 1 Kings 2 ..................  Jeremiah 29 ............Mark 3  

Aug 9 .......... 1 Kings 3 ..................  Jeremiah 30 ............Mark 4  

Aug 10 ......... 1 Kings 4-5 ..............  Jeremiah 31 ............Mark 5  

Aug 11 ......... 1 Kings 6 .................. Jeremiah 32 ............Mark 6  

Aug 12 ......... 1 Kings 7 .................. Jeremiah 33 ............Mark 7  

Aug 13 ......... 1 Kings 8 .................. Jeremiah 34 ............Mark 8  

Aug 14 ......... 1 Kings 9 .................. Jeremiah 35 ............Mark 9  

Aug 15 ......... 1 Kings 10 ................ Jeremiah 36 ............Mark 10  

Aug 16 ......... 1 Kings 11 ................ Jeremiah 37 ............Mark 11  

Aug 17 ......... 1 Kings 12 ................ Jeremiah 38 ............Mark 12  

Aug 18 ......... 1 Kings 13 ................ Jeremiah 39 ............Mark 13  

Aug 19 ......... 1 Kings 14 ................ Jeremiah 40 ............Mark 14  

Aug 20 ......... 1 Kings 15 ................ Jeremiah 41 ............Mark 15  

Aug 21 ......... 1 Kings 16 ................ Jeremiah 42 ............Mark 16  

Aug 22 ......... 1 Kings 17 ................ Jeremiah 43 ..........1 Corinthians 1 -2 

Aug 23 ......... 1 Kings 18 ................ Jeremiah 44 ..........1 Corinthians 3  

Aug 24 ......... 1 Kings 19 ................ Jeremiah 45 -46 .....1 Corinthians 4 -5 

Aug 25 ......... 1 Kings 20 ................ Jeremiah 47 ..........1 Corinthians 6  

Aug 26 ......... 1 Kings 21 ................ Jeremiah 48 ..........1 Corinthians 7  

Aug 27 ......... 1 Kings 22 ................ Jeremiah 49 ..........1 Corinthians 8 -9 

Aug 28 ......... 2 Kings 1-2 ............... Jeremiah 50 ..........1 Corinthians 10  

Aug 29 ......... 2 Kings 3 .................. Jeremiah 51 ..........1 Corinthians 11  

Aug 30 ......... 2 Kings 4 .................. Jeremiah 52 ......1 Corinthians 12 -13 

Aug 31 ......... 2 Kings 5 .................. Lamentations 1 ..... 1 Corinthians 14  
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September  October  

Sep 1 ........... 2 Kings 6 ................. Lamentations 2 ......1 Corinthians 15  

Sep 2 ........... 2 Kings 7 ................. Lamentations 3 ......1 Corinthians 16  

Sep 3 ........... 2 Kings 8 ................. Lamentations 4 ......2 Corinthians 1 -2 

Sep 4 ........... 2 Kings 9 ................. Lamentations 5 ......2 Corinthians 3 -4 

Sep 5 ........... 2 Kings 10 .................. Ezekiel 1 .............2 Corinthians 5 -7 

Sep 6 ........... 2 Kings 11-12 ............. Ezekiel 2 .............2 Corinthians 8 -9 

Sep 7 ........... 2 Kings 13 .................. Ezekiel 3 .........2 Corinthians 10 -11 

Sep 8 ........... 2 Kings 14 .................. Ezekiel 4 .........2 Corinthians 12 -13 

Sep 9 ........... 2 Kings 15 .................. Ezekiel 5 ................. Luke 1  

Sep 10 .......... 2 Kings 16 ................. Ezekiel 6 ................. Luke 2  

Sep 11 .......... 2 Kings 17 ................. Ezekiel 7 ................. Luke 3  

Sep 12 .......... 2 Kings 18 ................. Ezekiel 8 ................. Luke 4  

Sep 13 .......... 2 Kings 19 ................. Ezekiel 9 ................. Luke 5  

Sep 14 .......... 2 Kings 20 ................. Ezekiel 10 ............... Luke 6  

Sep 15 .......... 2 Kings 21 ................. Ezekiel 11 ............... Luke 7  

Sep 16 .......... 2 Kings 22-23 ............ Ezekiel 12 ............... Luke 8  

Sep 17 .......... 2 Kings 24-25 ............ Ezekiel 13 ............... Luke 9  

Sep 18 .......... 1 Chronicles 1 ...........Ezekiel 14 ............... Luke 10  

Sep 19 .......... 1 Chronicles 2 ...........Ezekiel 15 ............... Luke 11  

Sep 20 .......... 1 Chronicles 3 ...........Ezekiel 16 ............... Luke 12  

Sep 21 .......... 1 Chronicles 4 ...........Ezekiel 17 ............... Luke 13 -14 

Sep 22 .......... 1 Chronicles 5 ...........Ezekiel 18 ............... Luke 15  

Sep 23 .......... 1 Chronicles 6 ...........Ezekiel 19 ............... Luke 16  

Sep 24 .......... 1 Chronicles 7 ...........Ezekiel 20 ............... Luke 17  

Sep 25 .......... 1 Chronicles 8 ...........Ezekiel 21 ............... Luke 18  

Sep 26 .......... 1 Chronicles 9 ...........Ezekiel 22 ............... Luke 19  

Sep 27 .......... 1 Chronicles 10 é......Ezekiel 23 ............... Luke 20 

Sep 28 .......... 1 Chronicles 11 .........Ezekiel 24 ............... Luke 21  

Sep 29 .......... 1 Chronicles 12 .........Ezekiel 25 ............... Luke 22  

Sep 30 .......... 1 Chronicles 13 -14 ... Ezekiel 26 ...............Luke 23  

 

 Oct 1 .......... 1 Chronicles 15 ........... Ezekiel 27 ............. Luke 24  

Oct 2 ........... 1 Chronicles 16 ........... Ezekiel 28 ............. Galatians 1 -2 

Oct 3 ........... 1 Chronicles 17 ........... Ezekiel 29 ............. Galatians 3 -4 

Oct 4 ........... 1 Chronicles 18 -19 ...... Ezekiel 30 ............. Galatians 5 -6 

Oct 5 ........... 1 Chronicles 20 -21 ...... Ezekiel 31 ............. Ephesians 1 -2 

Oct 6 ........... 1 Chronicles 22 ........... Ezekiel 32 ............. Ephesians 3 -4 

Oct 7 ........... 1 Chronicles 23 ........... Ezekiel 33 ............. Ephesians 5 -6 

Oct 8 ........... 1 Chronicles 24 -25 ...... Ezekiel 34 ..............Philippians 1 -2 

Oct 9 ........... 1 Chronicles 26 ........... Ezekiel 35 .............Philippians 3 -4 

Oct 10 .......... 1 Chronicles 27 ........... Ezekiel 36 ............... John 1  

Oct 11 .......... 1 Chronicles 28 ........... Ezekiel 37 ............... John 2 -3 

Oct 12 .......... 1 Chronicles 29 ........... Ezekiel 38 ............... John 4  

Oct 13 .......... 2 Chronicles 1 -2 .......... Ezekiel 39 ............... John 5  

Oct 14 .......... 2 Chronicles 3 -4 .......... Ezekiel 40 ............... John 6  

Oct 15 .......... 2 Chronicles 5 -6 .......... Ezekiel 41 ............... John 7  

Oct 16 .......... 2 Chronicles 7 ............. Ezekiel 42 ............... John 8  

Oct 17 .......... 2 Chronicles 8 ............. Ezekiel 43 ............... John 9 -10 

Oct 18 .......... 2 Chronicles 9 ............. Ezekiel 44 ............... John 11  

Oct 19 .......... 2 Chronicles 10 -11 ....... Ezekiel 45 .............. John 12 

Oct 20 .......... 2 Chronicles 12 -13 ....... Ezekiel 46 .............. John 13-14 

Oct 21 .......... 2 Chronicles 14 -15 ....... Ezekiel 47 .............. John 15-16 

Oct 22 .......... 2 Chronicles 16 -17 ....... Ezekiel 48 .............. John 17-18 

Oct 23 .......... 2 Chronicles 18 -19 ....... Daniel 1 ................. John 19  

Oct 24 .......... 2 Chronicles 20 ............ Daniel 2 ................. John 20 -21 

Oct 25 .......... 2 Chronicles 21 -22 ....... Daniel 3 ................. Acts 1  

Oct 26 .......... 2 Chronicles 23 ............ Daniel 4 ................. Acts 2  

Oct 27 .......... 2 Chronicles 24 ............ Daniel 5 ................. Acts 3 -4 

Oct 28 .......... 2 Chronicles 25 ............ Daniel 6 ................. Acts 5 -6 

Oct 29 .......... 2 Chronicles 26 -27 ....... Daniel 7 ................. Acts 7  

Oct 30 .......... 2 Chronicles 28 ............ Daniel 8 ................. Acts 8  

Oct 31 .......... 2 Chronicles 29 ............ Daniel 9 ................. Acts 9  

November  December  

Nov 1 .......... 2 Chronicles 30 ........... Daniel 10 .......Acts 10  

Nov 2 .......... 2 Chronicles 31 ........... Daniel 11 ........Acts 11 -12 

Nov 3 .......... 2 Chronicles 32 ........... Daniel 12 ....... Acts 13  

Nov 4 .......... 2 Chronicles 33 ........... Hosea 1 ..........Acts 14 -15 

Nov 5 .......... 2 Chronicles 34 ........... Hosea 2 ......... Acts 16 -17 

Nov 6 .......... 2 Chronicles 35 ........... Hosea 3 ......... Acts 18 -19 

Nov 7 .......... 2 Chronicles 36 ........... Hosea 4 ..........Acts 20  

Nov 8 .......... Ezra 1-2 ....................... Hosea 5 ......... Acts 21 -22 

Nov 9 .......... Ezra 3-4 ....................... Hosea 6 ..........Acts 23 -24 

Nov 10 ......... Ezra 5-6 ...................... Hosea 7 ......... Acts 25 -26 

Nov 11 ......... Ezra 7 ......................... Hosea 8 ......... Acts 27  

Nov 12 ......... Ezra 8 ......................... Hosea 9 ......... Acts 28  

Nov 13 ......... Ezra 9 ......................... Hosea 10 ....... Colossians 1  

Nov 14 ......... Ezra 10 ....................... Hosea 11 ........Colossians 2  

Nov 15 ......... Nehemiah 1 -2 ............. Hosea 12 ........Colossians 3 -4 

Nov 16 ......... Nehemiah 3 ................ Hosea 13 ........1 Thessalonians 1 -2 

Nov 17 ......... Nehemiah 4 ................ Hosea 14 ........1 Thessalonians 3 -4 

Nov 18 ......... Nehemiah 5 -6 ............. Joel 1 ..............1 Thessalonians 5 

Nov 19 ......... Nehemiah 7 ................ Joel 2 .............2 Thessalonians 1 -2 

Nov 20 ......... Nehemiah 8 ................ Joel 3 .............2 Thessalonians 3  

Nov 21 ......... Nehemiah 9 ................ Amos 1 ..........1 Timothy 1 -3 

Nov 22 ......... Nehemiah 10 .............. Amos 2 ...........1 Timothy 4 -5 

Nov 23 ......... Nehemiah 11 .............. Amos 3 ...........1 Timothy 6  

Nov 24 ......... Nehemiah 12 .............. Amos 4 .......... 2 Timothy 1  

Nov 25 ......... Nehemiah 13 .............. Amos 5 .......... 2 Timothy 2  

Nov 26 ......... Esther 1 ....................... Amos 6 ......... 2 Timothy 3 -4 

Nov 27 ......... Esther 2 ....................... Amos 7 ......... Titus 1 -3 

Nov 28 ......... Esther 3-4 ..................... Amos 8 ........ Philemon 1  

Nov 29 ......... Esther 5-6 .................... Amos 9 ......... Hebrews 1 -2 

Nov 30 ......... Esther 7-8 .................... Obadiah 1 ..... Hebrews 3 -5 

Dec 1 .......... Esther 9-10 .............. Jonah 1 ...................Hebrews 6 -7 

Dec 2 .......... Job 1-2 .................... Jonah 2-3 .................Hebrews 8 -9 

Dec 3 .......... Job 3-4 .................... Jonah 4 ....................Hebrews 10  

Dec 4 .......... Job 5 ....................... Micah 1 ...................Hebrews 11  

Dec 5 .......... Job 6-7 .................... Micah 2 ...................Hebrews 12  

Dec 6 .......... Job 8 ....................... Micah 3 -4 ................Hebrews 13  

Dec 7 .......... Job 9 ....................... Micah 5 ....................James 1  

Dec 8 .......... Job 10 ..................... Micah 6 ....................James 2  

Dec 9 .......... Job 11 ..................... Micah 7 ....................James 3 -4 

Dec 10 ......... Job 12 .................... Nahum 1 -2 ................James 5 

Dec 11 .......... Job 13 ................... Nahum 3 ...................1 Peter 1  

Dec 12 ......... Job 14 .................... Habbakuk 1 ..............1 Peter 2  

Dec 13 ......... Job 15 .................... Habbakuk 2 ..............1 Peter 3 -5 

Dec 14 ......... Job 16-17 ............... Habbakuk 3 ..............2 Peter 1 -2 

Dec 15 ......... Job 18-19 ............... Zepheniah 1 ............. 2 Peter 3  

Dec 16 ......... Job 20 .................... Zepheniah 2 ..............1 John 1 -2 

Dec 17 ......... Job 21 .................... Zepheniah 3 ..............1 John 3 -4 

Dec 18 ......... Job 22 .................... Haggia 1 ...................1 John 5  

Dec 19 ......... Job 23-24 ............... Zechariah 1 ...............2 John -3JO 

Dec 20 ......... Job 25-27 ............... Zechariah 2 -3 ............Jude 1 

Dec 21 ......... Job 28 .................... Zechariah 4 -............Revelation 1 -2 

Dec 22 ......... Job 29-30 ............... Zechariah 6 -7 éé...Revelation 3-4 

Dec 23 ......... Job 31-32 ............... Zechariah 8 .............Revelation 5 -6 

Dec 24 ......... Job 33 .................... Zechariah 9 .............Revelation 7 -9 

Dec 25 ......... Job 34 .................... Zechariah 10 éé....Revelation 10-11 

Dec 26 ......... Job 35-36 ............... Zechariah 11 éé....Revelation 12-13 

Dec 27 ......... Job 37 .................... Zechariah 12 éé... Revelation 14 

Dec 28 ......... Job 38 .................... Zechariah 13 é.......Revelation 15-16 

Dec 29 ......... Job 39 .................... Malachi 1 ............... Revelation 17 -18 

Dec 30 ......... Job 40 .................... Malachi 2 ............... Revelation 19 -20 

Dec 31 ......... Job 41-42 ............... Malachi 3 -4 éé..... Revelation 21-22 
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òThe unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in three persons, in one Godhead.ó 

(Websterõs Dictionary) 

The Bible clearly teaches that though there is only one true God, He is revealed or mani-

fested in three distinct persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Each is independ-

ent of the other, but never do they act independently. This study is designed to show that 

the Bible teaches that there are certain characteristics that are only found in God, and that 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit all possess these, and no one else does.  

Divine Characteristics:  

(Those attributable only to God)  
 

Eternal éééééé......(No Beginning, no end) Genesis 1:1, Psalm 146:10 

Omnipotent ééééé.(Unlimited authority) I Chronicles 29:11-12 

Omnipresent éééé...(Present in all places at all times.) Psalm 139:7-10 

Omniscient ééééé..(Infinite awareness, all-knowing, all -seeing) Psalm 147:5 

Ability to forgive sin é.(Itõs Godõs law that we transgress) Daniel 9:8-10, Luke 5:20-21 

I. Do we have Three Gods?  

1. Isaiah 44:6-8, 45:18  Besides ME there is no other god.  

2. Deut. 4:35, 39, 6:4  The Lord is one, there is no other.  

3. 2 Samuel 7:22  No other God beside Him.  

4. Psalm 86:10   You alone are God.  

5. Mark 12:29-31  Lord God is one God. Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:4.  

6. Ephesians 4:6  Apostle Paul teaches that there is one God.  

7. I Corinthians 8:6   There is only one God.  
 

II. Is Jesus God?  

1. John 1:1-14   Jesus, òGodó & òCreatoró,  became flesh and dwelt among 

     us. 

2. John 20:28   Thomas calls Jesus his òGodó. 

3. Titus 2:13   Paul calls Jesus òGodó. 

4. Luke 5:20-21   Jesus forgives sins, as only God can.  

5. Isaiah 9:6-7   Jesus called the òMighty Godó. 

6. Psalm 23, John 10  Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 

7. Colossians 1:13-20  Jesus is the creator of all things and the image of God.  

8. Hebrews 1:5 -8  Jesus called òGodó by òGodó. 

I Timothy 3:16   Great is the mystery of Godliness  
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III. What did Jesus Say?  

1. Matthew 4:10    Jesus said worship only God.  

2. Matthew 14:31-33   Jesus accepts worship as God.  

3. John 8:24    Jesus said, òbelieve that òI am,ó or you will 

      die in your sins.ó  

4. John 8:58    Jesus said, òI amó. 

5. John 10:25-33    Jesus gives eternal life òFather and I are 

      One.ó 

6. Rev. 1:8, 22:13   Jesus, òAlpha and Omegaó, the òBeginning 

      and the End.ó 

 

IV. Is the Holy Spirit God?  

1. Hebrews 9:14    The Holy Spirit is òEternaló. 

2. Luke 1:35    The Holy Spirit is òOmnipotentó. 

3. Psalm 139:7-10   The Holy Spirit is òOmnipresentó. 

4. John 14:26    The Holy Spirit is òOmniscientó. 

5. Job 33:4    The Holy Spirit makes life.  

6. Acts 5:3-4    The Holy Spirit is God.  

7. John 14:1-9, 16-18, 23, 26  The Holy Spirit = Jesus = the Father.  

 

Additional Scriptures Relating to the Trinity:  

1. Genesis 1:1    Hebrew for God is Elohim, which implies a 

     compound unity.  

2. Genesis 1:26   òLet US make man in OUR image.ó 

3. Matthew 3:16   Baptism of Jesus, Spirit descending, voice of 

      Father from Heaven.  

4. Matthew 28:19   Commanded to baptize in the name of  The 

      Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

5. II Corinthians 13:14   The Grace of the Lord, love of God, and  

      communion of the Holy Spirit.  

6. Genesis 11:7; Isaiah 6:8  God refers to Himself as òUSó. 

7. Hebrews 9:14    God, Son, Spirit.  

The òWestminster Confessionó 

òThere are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These 

three are all one God, the same in substance, equal in power and authority.ó 

 

The òApostlesõ Creedó 

òI believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit.ó 

Though the idea of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit all being one may seem difficult 

to grasp at first, a thorough reading of the Bible clearly establishes this. All three have the 

characteristics that can only be attributed to God, and all three are repeatedly referred to 

as God throughout the Scriptures.  
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FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH  - THE TRINITY  

 

TRINITY - The word òTrinityó is not found in the Bible, but the concept is all through it. 

 

The coexistence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the unity of the Godhead (divine nature or es-

sence). The doctrine of the trinity means that within the being and activity of the one God there are three 

distinct persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Although the word trinity does not appear in the Bible, the 

"trinitarian formula" is mentioned in the Great Commission <Matt. 28:19> and in the benediction of the apos-

tle Paul's Second Epistle to the Corinthians <2 Cor. 13:14>.  

 

God revealed Himself as one to the Israelites: "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!" <Deut. 

6:4>. This was a significant religious truth because the surrounding nations worshiped many Gods and had 

fallen into idolatry, worshiping the creation rather than the true Creator <Rom. 1:18 -25>. "But when the full-

ness of the time had come," Paul wrote <Gal. 4:4>, "God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law." In the New Testament God revealed that He is not only one but a family of persons ñ an eternal, inex-

haustible, and dynamic triune family of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are one in will and purpose, love 

and righteousness.  

 

The relationship of Father and Son is prominent in the gospels because Jesus, the eternal Son who takes on 

human flesh, is most visible to us as He strikes a responsive chord through the Father -Son relationship. All 

the while the Holy Spirit is in the background, serving as our eyes of faith. The unity of Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit is portrayed by Jesus' trinitarian teaching <John 14 --16>. This truth is expressed in the total ministry of 

Jesus as recorded in all four gospels as well as in the rest of the New Testament. The triune family cooper-

ates as one in bringing the lost person home again into a redeemed family of believers.  

 

The most distinctive characteristic of the persons of the triune family is their selfless love for one another. 

Each esteems and defers to the other in a way that makes the original family of the trinity a model for the 

Christian family of believers in the church.  

 

The Father gives all authority to the Son and bears witness to Him, as does Jesus to Himself <John 8:18>. Yet 

the Son claims nothing for Himself; He gives all glory to the Father who has sent Him <John 12:49 -50>. The 

key to unlocking the mystery of the trinity is to observe how the persons of the triune family give themselves 

to one another in selfless love. They are always at one another's disposal.  

 

The Father serves the Son; the Son serves the Father; Father and Son defer to the Holy Spirit, who in turn, 

serves and defers to the Father and Son in a oneness that is eternally dynamic and inexhaustible. The mutual 

love of the triune persons spills over into the creation and is seen in their generous cooperation in saving 

the lost <John 14:15-17,25-26>.  

 

Since God is the original family -in-unity, so Christians are urged by Jesus and the apostles to imitate the di-

vine family in the believing fellowship, as Jesus taught so clearly when He washed the disciples' feet <John 

13:14-15>. The principal trait of the triune family is speaking the truth in love; this encourages a spirit of 

generosity among Christians as they reflect the divine family in calling the lost to come home.  

 

The trinity was at work in the incarnation of Jesus, the Son of the Most High, as He was conceived in the 

womb of Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit <Luke 1:30 -35>. At His baptism Jesus the Son received ap-

proval from the Father in the presence of the Holy Spirit <Luke 3:21 -22>, fulfilling two Old Testament pro-

phetic passages <Ps. 2:7; Is. 42:1>. The trinity was also present in the temptation, as Jesus, full of the Holy 

Spirit, was led by the Spirit for 40 days in the wilderness. The devil recognized Jesus as the Son of God 

<Luke 4:3>, but he tried to destroy the faithful relationship of the divine family.  

 

In His preaching in the synagogue at Nazareth Jesus fulfilled <Isaiah 61:1 -2>, claiming that "the Spirit of the 

Lord is upon Me" <Luke 4:18> and indicating that the triune family was at work in Him as the servant Son. At 

the transfiguration, the voice of the Father spoke again in approval of Jesus the Son to the innermost circle of 

disciples <Luke 9:35>.  

 

Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and in the Father who had delivered all things to the Son <Luke 10:21 -22>. 

He claimed to be acting in the place of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit, who is the "finger" of 

God <Matt. 12:28, Luke 11:20>. Jesus' cleansing of the Temple was a claim of identification with the house of 

God His Father <Luke 19:45 -46> that paralleled His concern for being in His Father's house at a much 

younger age <Luke 2:41 -51>.  

 

Jesus witnessed further to His authority as He sent forth the disciples, following His resurrection, with the 

words, "Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you" <Luke 24:49>. He also told them to wait until 

they were empowered by the Holy Spirit <Acts 1:5,8>. Jesus claimed His Sonship not only from David but 

from David's Lord <Matt. 22:42 -45>, indicating His deity.  
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Following His resurrection, Jesus sent the disciples to baptize "in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit" <Matt. 28:19>. The fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy as spokesman for the Father and the Holy 

Spirit <Acts 1:4 -8> occurred at Pentecost. This continued throughout the Book of Acts when the Holy Spirit 

inspired Peter and the apostles to preach a trinitarian gospel of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit <Acts 2:32 -33; 

5:29-32; 10:38>. 

 

Paul wrote from a sense of the triune family in Galatians, speaking often of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit <Gal. 

3:13-14; 4:6; 5:5-6,22-24>. In Romans he used a threefold, Trinitarian pattern to describe the plan of salvation 

<Rom. 1:18-3:20; 3:21-8:1; 8:2-30>. All the remaining New Testament books contain trinity teaching except 

James and 3 John. 
 

The triune family is God's revelation of Himself as the ultimate truth about reality. This family is the original 

pattern from which God creates all the families of earth with their unity and diversity. The family of mankind, 

after losing its intimate relationship with the divine family at the Fall, is restored to fellowship by God's ac-

tion. This happens when its members acknowledge the generosity originating in the Father, expressed by 

the Son, and energized by the Holy Spirit.  

(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)  

(Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)  

 

  

 THE SHEMA  
 

Numbers 15:37-41, Deuteronomy 6:4 -9, Deuteronomy 11:13 -21 

 

Deut 6:4-9 

4     Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 

5     And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.  

6     And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine   

       house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  

8     And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.  

9     And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.  

(KJV) 

 

 Hear,  O Israel:  The LORD  our God  is  one   LORD: 

Shema Yisraaõeel Yahweh Eloheem  echaad  Yahweh 

8085 3478  3068  430  9999 259  3068 

 

 259 echad (ekh -awdõ) united, one, alike, together  

433 elowahh(el -oõah) God, god, singular  

430 elohiym (el -o-heem)  plural, gods ingeneral, specifically, The Supreme God.  

3068 Yehova (ye -ho-vaw)  the self existent one, the Eternal, the LORD, YHWH  

 

  

YHWH   
 

The Hebrew name of the God of Israel, probably originally pronounced Yahweh. Eventually the Jews gave 

up pronouncing it, considering the name too holy for human lips. Instead they said Adonai or "Lord." This 

oral tradition came to be reflected in the written Greek translation of the Old Testament as kurios or "Lord," 

and it is often so quoted in the New Testament <Mark 1:3; Rom. 4:8>. English versions of the Old Testament 

also tend to translate this word as "LORD." There is also a shorter form, YAH <Ps. 68:4; Is. 12:2; 26:4; 38:11>. 

In <Exodus 3:14-16> YHWH is linked with the verb hayah, "to be," probably referring to the presence of 

God with His people <Ex. 3:12>.  

(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)  

(Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)  
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ADDITIONAL and SUPPORTING SCRIPTURE REFERENCES - THE TRINITY  

  

Isaiah 44:6 -8  God declares Himself, òthe First and the Lastó.  

Revelation 22:12-21 Jesus declares Himself, òthe First and the Lastó. 

 

Isaiah 45:18    God, Himself framed the heavens and the Earth.  

Colossians 1:16  Jesus created all things.  

 

John 1:1-14    The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

John 7:37-38   Jesus declares Himself, òThe Light of the World.ó 

John 8:12   Jesus declares Himself, òThe Source of Living Water.ó  

Psalm 36:9   David speaks of God as the fountain of life and light.  

Hebrews 13:8   Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, forever.  

 

John 8:58   Jesus says, òI amó. 

John 8:31   òMy wordó 

John 8:38   òI speak what I have seen with the Father.ó 

John 8:43-44   Jesus is very familiar with Satan.  òMy speechó 

John 8:47   òGodõs wordó 

John 8:51   òMy sayingsó 

John 8:55   òHis sayingsó 

 

John 10:25-30  Jesus gives eternal life.  òI and the Father are one.ó 

John 10:31-33  The Jews knew what He was saying.  

 

Luke 5:20 -21  Jesus forgives sins.  

Luke 7:36-50   Woman at Simon the Phariseeõs house, forgiven. 

 

Titus 2:13    Paul calls Jesus, God.  

Titus 2:10   God our Savior coupled with Jesus Christ our Savior in verse 13.  

 

Revelation 1:8   Jesus, òAlpha and Omegaó, òthe Beginning and the Endó. 

Revelation 1:17-20  First and Last, was dead and now liveth.  

 Jesus, the First and the Last  

 Revelation 1:11, 1:17, 2:8, 22:13 

 What the Spirit saith to the churches.  

 Revelation 2:7, 2:11, 1:17, 1:29, 3:6, 3:13, 3:22 

 

Matthew 14:31 -33  Jesus accepts worship as God.  

 Other occasions of Jesus accepting worship.  

 Matthew 8:2-3, 9:18, 15:25-28, 28:9, 28:17-18 

 

Acts 5:3 -4   The Holy Spirit is God.  

John 4:23-24   God is a Spirit and must be worshiped in spirit and in truth.

  

 

  

Jesus Christ Alone Claims Deity  

Of the great religious leaders of the world, Christ alone claims deity.  It really doesnõt mat-

ter what one thinks of Muhammad, Buddha or Confucius as individuals.  Their followers 

emphasize their teachings.  Not so with Christ.  He made himself the focal point of his 

teaching.  The central question he put to his listeners was, òWho do you say that I am?ó  

When asked what doing the works of God involved, Jesus replied, òThe work of God is 

this: to believe in the one He has sentó (John 6:29).   

Know What You Believe, Paul E. Little, pg157.  
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THE DUALITY OF LIGHT  

 

I Jn 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. (KJV)  

 

1)  Light can be described in two entirely different ways. Firstly, light is observed to act like a 

wave.  

 

Light acts like a wave, however it needs no medium to travel in. Light travels along through space 

like a sound wave moves through the air, or like a wave moves along through water. When light 

waves from different sources cross paths they interfere with each other just like sound and water 

waves do. The can cancel each other out, and can build each other up depending on how they 

cross. When the phenomenon of light is considered as an electromagnetic wave, it has no form. It 

has no mass. It's radiatiation, just like heat or microwaves. You can't see it when it's moving unless 

it reflects off of something. This is like considering God as a Spirit. You can't see Him, but there is 

evidence that He's there because He's reflected in the hearts of people.  

 

When light is considered as a wave, it is found to come in a variety of wavelengths (i.e. colors)  

 

When you turn the lights on in the house, "white light" floods the room. Everything becomes visi-

ble because of the light that is reflecting off of it. Isaac Newton, however, showed by sending 

white light through a polished glass prism, that the white light can be seperated out into the colors 

of a rainbow. The rainbow is a continuously changing spectrum of color from deep red to deep 

violet. In other words, white light is made up of an infinite number of colors, all combining to form 

white. This speaks to me of the Body of Christ. Jesus is one being and in Him dwelt the fullness of 

the Godhead in bodily form (Col 2:9). He was pure and "white" if you will. Now that He has as-

sended to heaven and sent His Holy Spirit to dwell in the hearts of men, we, the church are called 

the Body of Christ. We are like all the constituent colors that combine together to make one body 

in Christ. When all of our spirits (colors) combine, in unity we form the Body of Christ on Earth 

(white light).  

 

2) However, light also acts like a particle.  

 

Scientists have discovered that light can also be described as a particle (matter). A single particel 

of light is called a photon. Photons have been observed to have momentum. Momentum is what 

makes something hard to stop once it's moving. Example: A train has much more momentum than 

a car. If both were traveling at 5 mph it would be much harder to stop the train than to stop the car. 

The train has much more mass than the car, so for the same speed it has more momentum. Even 

though photons have no recordable mass, they still seem to exibit momentum. A light wave can be 

observed to "push" on things. Scientists have used this fact to support proposals for ingenious 

ways to travel through space. One of the proposals involves putting a spacecraft into space with a 

giant "sail" attached to it like a ship. A giant laser beam of light could be projected up to it from the 

Earth, and the "sail" would fill with the light, and the ship would be propelled through space by it. 

Since the light would travel through space unobstructed for enormous distances, a ship like this 

could be used to travel as far as we'd ever want to go. Photons are like little packets of energy that 

travel at the speed of light. The amazing thing is that no other phenomenon in nature can be de-

scribed as both a wave and a particle. This makes light unique in the natural world. This reminds 

me of Jesus. The question everyone loves to ask is, "How could Jesus be God and be a man at the 

same time?" The answer is that God is Light. Depending on how you look at Jesus He can be either 

God or man, Spirit or flesh, "wave or particle". In the physical world, light is actually both at the 

same time, and physics can't reconsile the two. They are simply both true. And, if you accept by 

faith that both are true, you can go a long way with both of them. In the spiritual world, Jesus is 

God and a man, and theologians can't reconsile the two. They are simply both true. And, if you ac-

cept by faith that both are true, you can go a long way with both of them.  
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Not by Bread Alone   
by R. A. Torrey 

 

There is nothing more important 

for the development of a Chris-

tianõs spiritual life than regular, 

systematic Bible study. It is as true 

in the spiritual life as in the physi-

cal life, that health depends on 

what we eat and how much we eat. 

'Man shall not live by bread 

alone' (Matt. 4:4). The soulõs 

proper food is found in one book, 

the Bible.  

 

Of course, a true minister of the 

gospel will feed us on the Word of 

God, but that is not enough. He 

feeds us only one or two days in 

the week, and we need to be fed 

every day. Therefore, we must 

learn to feed ourselves. We live in 

a day in which false doctrine is 

everywhere, and only the Chris-

tian who studies his Bible for him-

self, daily, will be safe from being 

led into error.  

 

Through the study of the Bible, one 

will be sound in doctrine and led 

to see his sins and to put them 

away. He will find discipline in the 

righteous life and be equipped for 

all good works. Our spiritual 

health, growth, strength, victory 

over sin, soundness in doctrine, 

joy, and peace in Christ come from 

study of Godõs Word. Cleansing 

from inward and outward sin and 

fitness for service all depend on 

daily study of the Bible.  

 

The one who neglects his Bible is 

bound to be a failure in the Chris-

tian life. The one who studies his 

Bible in the right spirit and by a 

constant method is bound to make 

a success of the Christian life. This 

brings us face to face with the 

question, 'What is the right way to 

study the Bible?'  

 

How to Study Your Bible   

 

First of all, we should study it daily. 

'These were more noble than those 

in Thessalonica, in that they re-

ceived the word with all readiness 

of mind, and searched the Scrip-

tures daily, whether those things 

were so' (Acts 17:11). This is of 

prime importance. No matter how 

solid the methods of Bible study, 

how much time one may put into 

Bible study now and then, the best 

results can only be secured when 

one never lets a single day go by 

without earnest Bible study. Any 

day that is allowed to pass without 

faithful Bible study is a day which 

opens our hearts and lives to error 

and sin.  

 

A regular time should be set aside 

each day for Bible study. I do not 

think it is wise, as a rule, to say that 

we will study so many chapters a 

day, because that leads to undue 

haste, skimming, and thoughtless-

ness. But it is good to set apart a 

certain length of time each day for 

Bible study. Some can give more 

time to Bible study than others, but 

no one should devote less than 

fifteen minutes a day.  

 

I set a short time span so that no 

one will be discouraged in the be-

ginning. If a young Christian 

planned to spend an hour or two a 

day in Bible study, there is a 

strong probability that he would 

not keep the resolution and would 

become discouraged. Neverthe-

less, I know of many very busy 

people who have taken the first 

hour of every day for years for Bi-

ble study. Some have even given 

two hours a day.  

 

The late Earl Cairns, Lord Chancel-

lor of England, was one of the busi-

est men of his day. Lady Cairns 

told me that no matter how late at 

night he reached home, he always 

woke up at the same early hour for 

prayer and Bible study. She said, 

'We would sometimes get home 

from Parliament at two oõclock in 

the morning, but Lord Cairns 

would always arise at the same 

early hour to pray and study the 

Bible.' Lord Cairns is reported as 

saying, 'If I have had any success 

in life, I attribute it to the habit of 

giving the first two hours of each 

day to Bible study and prayer.'  

 

It is important that one choose the 

right time for this study. Whenever 

possible, the best time for study is 

immediately after waking up in the 

morning. Of course, it is good to 

spend a little time just before we 

go to bed reading the Bible so that 

Godõs voice will be the last voice 

we hear. The bulk of our Bible 

study should be done when our 

minds are clearest and strongest. 

Whatever time is set apart for Bi-

ble study should be kept sacredly 

for that purpose.  

 

We should study the Bible system-

atically. A lot of time is frittered 

away in random study of the Bible. 

The same amount of time put into 

systematic study would yield far 

greater results. Have a definite 

place where you study and have a 

definite plan of study. A good way 

for a young Christian to begin the 

study of the Bible is to read the 

gospel of John. When you have 

read it through once, read it again 

until you have gone over the gos-

pel five times. Then read the gos-

pel of Luke five times in the same 

way. Then read the Acts of the 

Apostles five times. Then read the 

following epistles five times each: 

1 Thessalonians, 1 John, Romans, 

and Ephesians.  

 

By this time you will be ready to 

take up a more thorough method 

of Bible study. A profitable method 

is to begin at Genesis and read the 

Bible through chapter by chapter. 

Read each chapter through several 

times and then answer the follow-

ing questions on each chapter:  

1. What is the main subject of the 

chapter? State the principal 

contents of the chapter in a 

single phrase or sentence.  

2. What is the truth most clearly 

taught and most emphasized in 

the chapter?  

3. Who are the principal people 

mentioned?  

4. What does the chapter teach 

about Jesus Christ? 

 

Go through the entire Bible  

in this way.   

 

Another and more thorough 

method of Bible study will yield 

excellent results when applied to 

some of the more important chap-

ters of the Bible. It is as follows:  

1. Read the chapter for todayõs 
study five times, reading it 

aloud at least once. Each new 

reading will bring out a new 

point.  

2. Divide the chapter into its 
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natural divisions, and find 

headings that describe the 

contents of each division.  

3. Write down the most important 

facts of the chapter in their 

proper order.  

4. Make a note of the people 

mentioned in the chapter and 

any light thrown on their char-

acter.  

5. Note the principal lessons of 

the chapter. It is helpful to 

classify these. For instance, 

lessons about God, lessons 

about Christ, lessons about the 

Holy Spirit, etc.  

6. Find the central truth of the 

chapter.  

7. Find the key verse of the chap-

ter if there is one. Mark it and 

memorize it.  

8. Write down any new truth you 

have learned from the chapter.  

9. Write down any truth you al-

ready know that has come to 

you with new power.  

10. Write down what definite thing 

you have resolved to do as a 

result of studying this chapter.  

A beneficial order of study for you 

might be all of the chapters in Mat-

thew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts; 

the first eight chapters of Romans; 

1 Corinthians 13; the first six chap-

ters of 2 Corinthians; then all the 

chapters in Galatians, Ephesians, 

Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, and 1 

John. Sometimes you can refresh 

your study by alternating methods.  

 

Another profitable method of Bible 

study is the topical method. This 

was D. L. Moodyõs favorite method. 

Take such topics as: the Holy 

Spirit, prayer, the blood of Christ, 

sin, judgment, grace, justification, 

the new birth, sanctification, faith, 

repentance, the character of 

Christ, the resurrection of Christ, 

the ascension of Christ, the second 

coming of Christ, assurance, love 

of God, love (to God, to Christ, to 

Christians, to all men), heaven, 

hell. Get a Bible concordance and 

study each of these topics.  

 

We should study the Bible com-

prehensively --the whole Bible. 

Many Bible readers make the mis-

take of confining all their reading 

to certain portions of the Bible that 

they enjoy. This way they get no 

knowledge of the Bible as a whole. 

They miss altogether many of the 

most important phases of Bible 

truth. Go through the Bible again 

and again --a certain portion each 

day from the Old Testament and a 

portion from the New Testament.  

 

It is also beneficial to read a whole 

book of the Bible through at a sin-

gle sitting. This lets you see the 

whole picture. Of course, a few 

books of the Bible would take one 

or two hours. But most books can 

be read in a few minutes. The 

shorter books of the Bible should 

be read through again and again at 

a single sitting.  

 

Study the Bible attentively. Do not 

hurry. One of the worst faults in 

Bible study is haste. We only bene-

fit from Bible study by learning its 

truth. It has no magic power. It is 

better to read one verse atten-

tively than to read a dozen chap-

ters thoughtlessly. Sometimes you 

will read a verse that grabs you. 

Donõt hurry on. Stop and think 

about that verse.  

 

As you read, mark in your Bible 

what impresses you most. One 

does not need an elaborate mark-

ing system, simply highlight what 

impresses you. Think about what 

you mark. God affirms that the man 

who meditates on Godõs law day 

and night is blessed (Psalm 1).  

 

Memorize the passages that im-

press you most. 'Thy word have I 

hid in mine heart, that I might not 

sin against thee' (Ps. 119:11). When 

you memorize a passage of Scrip-

ture, memorize its location as well 

as the words. Study your Bible 

comparatively. In other words, 

compare Scripture with Scripture. 

The best commentary on the Bible 

is the Bible itself. Wherever you 

find a difficult passage in the Bible, 

there is always another passage 

that explains its meaning. The best 

book to use in this comparison is 

The Treasury of Scripture Knowl-

edge. This book gives a large 

number of references on every 

verse in the Bible. You may want to 

take a particular book of the Bible 

and go through that book verse by 

verse. Look up and study every 

reference given in The Treasury of 

Scripture Knowledge dealing with 

that book. This is a very fruitful 

method of Bible study.  

 

Study your Bible and believe it. 

The apostle Paul, in writing to the 

Christians in Thessalonica, said, 

'For this cause also thank we God 

without ceasing, because, when ye 

received the word of God which 

ye heard of us, ye received it not 

as the word of men, but as it is in 

truth, the word of God, which ef-

fectually worketh also in you that 

believe' (1 Thess. 2:13). Happy is 

the one who receives the Word of 

God as these believers in Thessa-

lonica received it, as the Word of 

God. In such a person it is espe-

cially effective. The Bible is the 

Word of God, and we get the most 

out of any book by acknowledging 

it for what it really is.  

 

It requires a prompt and unques-

tioning acceptance of, and submis-

sion to, its teachings. These teach-

ings may appear unreasonable or 

impossible. Nevertheless, we 

should accept them. If this book is 

the Word of God, it is foolish to 

submit its teachings to the criticism 

of our finite reasoning.  

 

Correct Bible study includes abso-

lute reliance on all its promises in 

all their length, breadth, depth, 

and height. The one who studies 

the Bible as the Word of God will 

say of any promise, no matter how 

vast and beyond belief it appears, 

'God who cannot lie has promised 

this, so I will claim it for myself.' 

Mark the promise you claim. Each 

day look for some new promise 

from your infin ite Father.  

You must also study Godõs Word in 

obedience. Nothing goes further to 

help one understand the Bible than 

resolving to obey it. Jesus said, 'If 

any man will do His will, he shall 

know of the doctrine' (John 7:17). 

Many passages that look obscure 

to you now would become as clear 

as day if you were willing to obey 

everything the Bible teaches.  

 

It is remarkable how soon one 

loses his thirst for the Bible and 

how soon the mind becomes ob-

scured to its teachings when we 
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disobey the Bible at any point. 

Nothing clears the mind like obe-

dience; nothing darkens the mind 

like disobedience. To obey a truth 

you see prepares you to see other 

truths. To disobey a truth you see 

darkens your mind to all truths.  

 

Cultivate prompt, exact, unques-

tioning, joyous obedience to every 

command that clearly applies to 

you. Be on the lookout for new or-

ders from your King. Blessing lies 

in the direction of obedience to 

them.  

 

Personal Companionship  

with God  

 

Studying the Bible as the Word of 

God involves studying it as His 

own voice speaking directly to 

you. When you open the Bible to 

study, realize that you have come 

into the very presence of God, and 

that He is going to speak to you. 

Nothing gives more freshness and 

gladness to Bible study than the 

realization that, as you read, God 

is actually talking to you.  

 

Bible study then becomes personal 

companionship with God Himself. 

What a wonderful privilege Mary 

had one day, sitting at the feet of 

Jesus and listening to His voice. If 

we will study the Bible as the Word 

of God and as if we were in Godõs 

presence, then we will enjoy the 

privilege of sitting at the feet of 

Jesus and having Him talk to us 

every day.  

 

This approach makes what would 

otherwise be a mere mechanical 

performance of a duty become a 

wonderfully joyous privilege. One 

can say as he opens the Bible, 

'Now, God my Father is going to 

speak to me.' Reading the Bible on 

our knees helps us to realize we 

are in Godõs presence. The Bible 

became in some measure a new 

book to me when I took to reading 

it on my knees.  

 

Study the Bible prayerfully. God, 

the author of the Bible, is willing to 

act as interpreter of it. He does so 

when you ask Him. The one who 

prays the psalmistõs prayer with 

sincerity and faith, 'Open thou 

mine eyes, that I may behold won-

drous things out of thy law' (Ps. 

119:18), will have his eyes opened 

to new beauties and wonders in 

the Word.  

 

Be very definite about this. Each 

time you open the Bible for study, 

even though it is only for a few 

minutes, ask God to give you an 

open and discerning eye. Expect 

Him to do it.  

 

The Holy Spirit as Teacher   

 

How often we think as we puzzle 

over hard passages, 'Oh, if I only 

had some great Bible teacher here 

to explain this to me!' God is al-

ways present. He understands the 

Bible better than any human 

teacher. Take your difficulty to Him 

and ask Him to explain it. Jesus 

said, 'When he the Spirit of truth is 

come, he will guide you into all 

truth' (John 16:13). It is the privi-

lege of the humblest believer in 

Christ to have the Holy Spirit for 

his guide in his study of the Word. 

I have known many very humble 

people, people with almost no 

education, who got more out of 

their Bible study than many great 

theological teachers. This hap-

pened because they learned it was 

their privilege to have the Holy 

Spirit for their Bible study teacher. 

Commentaries on the Bible can be 

valuable. But one will learn more 

from the Bible by having the Holy 

Spirit for his teacher than from all 

the commentaries ever published.  

 

Use spare time for Bible study. 

Time is lost in al -most every manõs 

life while waiting for meals, riding 

planes, going from place to place, 

and so forth. Carry a pocket Bible 

with you and use these golden mo-

ments to listen to the voice of God.  

 

Store Scripture in your mind and 

heart. It will keep you from sin (Ps. 

119:11) and false doctrine (Acts 20: 

29-30, 32; and 2 Tim. 3:13-15). It 

will give you victory over the evil 

one (1 John 2:14), and it will give 

you power in prayer. 'If ye abide in 

me and my words abide in you, ye 

shall ask what ye will, and it shall 

be done unto you' (John 15:7). The 

Word will make you wiser than the 

aged and your enemies. 'Thou 

through thy commandments hast 

made me wiser than mine ene-

mies: for they are ever with me. I 

understand more than the an-

cients, because I keep thy pre-

cepts. The entrance of thy words 

giveth light; it giveth understand-

ing unto the simple' (Ps. 119:98, 

100, 130). It will make you 

'thoroughly furnished unto all good 

works' (2 Tim. 3:17).  

 

 

Taken from How to Succeed in the 

Christian Life by R. A. Torrey, 

 

© 1984. Used by permission of 

Whitaker House, 30 Hunt Valley 

Circle, New Kensington, PA 15068. 
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Muslim Teachings mirror 

those of other religions  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(January 15, 2002 ; Democrat & Chronicle) 
 

The word Islam is derived from the 

Arabic root word Salam, or submission 

and peace. A Muslim voluntary sub-

mits to the will of God (Allah in Arabic) 

to attain peace through the belief in 

the creed of Islam.  

 

Muhammad was chosen by God as the 

final prophet and messenger at the 

age of 40. For 22 years, until his death, 

God dictated to him verbatim words in 

Arabic through the angel Gabriel. 

These entire revelations were col-

lected, compiled, and the accuracy 

certified by a prophet, forming the 

book called the Quran. The original 

Arabic texts have remained unaltered.  
 

The Quran, as explained and practiced 

by the prophet Muhammad in his Sun-

nah, remains the foundation of the Is-

lamic system of belief and practice. 

Some of its teachings are:  

Á Worship of the one and only God, 
who is above all without coequal  

Á Belief in all other prophets of God 

preceding Muhammad  ñ Noah, 

Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Moses, 

John the Baptist, and Jesus 

Á Life after death and the day of 

judgment when all people will be 

resurrected and account for their 

actions before God. As appropri-

ate, they will be granted eternal 

bliss in paradise or condemned to 

perpetual torment.  

Á Prophet Jesus was born of Virgin 

Mary, who was chosen to be the 

most dignified and blessed of all 

women.  

Á Muslims are to establish good so-
cietal relations with all people and 

engage the people of the book ñ 

Christians and Jews ñ respect-

fully.  

Á Eve did not entice Adam, but both 
of them disobeyed God, who for-

gave them after they repented.  

Á Humans descended from Adam 

and Eve and the most righteous 

are the most honored and favored 

of God, regardless of socio -

political status.  

Á Men and women have equal and 

complementary rights and re-

sponsibilities.  More than 1,400 

years ago, the Quran entitled 

women to own property and accu-

mulate wealth. (These rights were 

not given to women in the United 

States and many other countries 

until the 19th century.) Women are 

not required to change their fam-

ily  name after marriage. They can 

fully participate in societal affairs 

and can hold high public office.  

Á The most loving, caring, and kind 
treatment is reserved for the par-

ents ñ mother more than the fa-

ther.  

Á Sanctity of life is paramount. Sui-

cide is utterly condemned. God 

will reward one who has saved the 

life of one human being as if he 

had saved the entire humanity. 

Conversely, God will punish one 

who has killed even one innocent 

human being as if he had killed 

the whole of humanity.  

Á Islamõs primary goal is to please 
God and establish peace for the 

individual, family, and society by 

conducting  worldly affairs with 

justice.  

Á The Arabic word òjihadó means 

striving. Prophet Muhammad 

taught that the greatest jihad is 

struggling against oneõs own 

shortcomings. Armed combat is 

also permitted as a form of jihad 

only as a defensive action against 

usurpations, aggression, and per-

secution.  

Á There is no compulsion in matters 

of religion and forced proselytiza-

tion is prohibited.  

To implement the aforementioned pre-

cepts and goals, God has prescribed 

for mankind the following obligatory 

action items:  

Á òShahada,ó or testimony of faith 

that there is no deity but God 

(Allah in Arabic) and Muhammad 

is the messenger of God.  

Á òSalah,ó or ritual worship of God 
five times a day (from morning till 

late night) and the Friday weekly 

congregational worship.  

Á òZakah,ó which means purification 
and growth. This mandatory finan-

cial contribution of a designated 

portion of oneõs annual savings for 

the needy in the society for spiri-

tual advancement and purification.  

Á òSawm,ó or daily fasting ñ bar-

ring any health problems ñ for 

the month of Gamadan by going 

from sunrise to sunset without 

food and drink.  

òHajj,ó or ritual prayers, worship, and  

visitations around the Kaaba and other 

designated placed in and around Mak-

kah (Mecca) in Saudi Arabia.  

This commemorates the building of 

Kaaba by Abraham and his first son 

Ishmael, Abrahamõs attempted sacri-

fice of Ishmael, and Ishmaelõs motherõs 

frantic and successful search for water 

for her infant son.  

 

Finally, faith alone is not enough for 

salvation . The Quran teaches that faith 

and good deeds are prerequisites for 

establishing peace with justice in this 

world and salvation in the hereafter 

(Chapter 103:verse3).  

 

Rumi, of Batavia, is a board member of the 

Commission on Christian-Muslim Relations of 

Rochester and president of the Greater Roch-

ester Chapter of the American Muslim Coun-

cil.  


